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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

Methodology 

 

The Pridmore family history has been developed using both desk research and visits to the areas 

where the family lived. The desk research has been mainly through the Internet and through 

research at county records offices. This included access to the decennial censuses from 1841 to 1911 

which is the latest publicly available, and to the indexes for births, marriages and deaths from 1837 

when civil registration started. The research on location has included visits to the Huntingdonshire, 

Leicestershire and Northamptonshire Records Offices and the Oakham Museum. There were also 

visits to the places where the family lived in Rutland and Huntingdonshire to take photographs. The 

research visits included searching parish registers, and studying books on the areas where the family 

lived. The visit to the Northamptonshire Records Office was to obtain wills and obtain information 

from marriage licences. Probate records and marriage licences for Rutland were proved or approved 

in the Peterborough Consistory Court and these records are held in Northampton. Other Rutland 

records are held at Leicester with parish registers also held at the Oakham Museum. 

 

Year of birth given in this family history will usually be accurate but after 1841 calculations of year 

of birth are taken from the age given at the census. The calculated birth can be a year out given that 

the censuses were taken part way though the year. Age was not as important then as now and people 

did not always know how old they were. There is limited information available on people before the 

mid-nineteenth century. Church of England parish registers were the only source of information for 

people before civil registration and censuses started in the mid-nineteenth century. Parish registers 

started in 1538 as a requirement by Henry VIII after establishing the Church of England. However, 

until 1812 they were not in standard form and usually did not include key information such as the 

age at death for burials.  

This would have helped identify the correct person with confidence and to calculate their 

approximate year of birth. Unfortunately the parish registers for South Luffenham, where the 

Pridmores originated, have only survived from 1678. It is also worth noting that the Gregorian 
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Calendar that we use to-day did not replace the Julian Calendar until 1752. Under the Julian 

Calendar the year did not finish until Lady Day (25 March) and then a New Year started. The Julian 

Calendar was replaced by the Gregorian Calendar in 1752. It was necessary to take eleven days off 

that year which led to rioting from workers who thought that they were losing eleven days wages. 

People went to bed on Wednesday 2 September and when they woke the following morning it was 

Thursday 14 September. For events before 1752 that took place between 1 January and 25 March it 

is common practice to enter both years e.g. 12 January 1721/1722. 

 

There are several wills included in this family history which provide important information. It 

should be noted that these that have been transcribed following the basic rules of paleography (the 

art of analyzing and reading handwriting). This is primarily that the spelling, punctuation and 

capitalization used in the original document should be followed however much it differs from 

modern day practice. 

  

The focus of the family history has been the direct line of Nicky Brook (formerly Waine) whose 

maternal grandmother was Linda Pridmore. There is a separate chapter for each direct ancestor so 

they are covered separately from the other children of the parents in each generation.  

 

Surname Meaning and Distribution 

It is suggested on a prominent surname meaning website (www.surnamedb.com) that Pridmore is a 

locational name derived from a “so-called lost village” likely to have once been situated in 

Northamptonshire where the name is most common. The surname is thought to have been derived 

from the Welsh “Pridd” meaning earth or soil and the Old English “mor” meaning upland. The 

phenomenon of lost villages was a result of enforced land clearance in the twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries to make way for sheep pastures. Sheep farming was very important in Northamptonshire 

in medieval times. Dispossessed people would often adopt the village name as a means of 

identification and it would become more widely spread as they moved further afield to find work.   

At the 1881 census there were 828 Pridmores, all in England. Most were in a few closely grouped 

counties in Central England. The largest number was in Northamptonshire (155) followed by 

Lincolnshire (99), Leicestershire (76) and Rutland (52). The strongest concentration was in the small 

http://www.surnamedb.com/
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county of Rutland which equated to 243 per 100,000 people. There was also a significant number in 

Middlesex (93) as is the case with most surnames because this is the county which contains London, 

north of the River Thames. There were 1072 Pridmores in 1998 with most still in the same Central 

England counties.  

The Early Pridmores 

The Pridmore family researched originated in Rutland. The earliest mention of a family member is 

of a Hugh Pridmore who was included as a proprietor of land in the Terrier of South Luffenham in 

Rutland made on 16 September 1619. A terrier is a written description of a landed property by 

acreages and boundaries. Manorial estate records usually include a terrier of the estate. Glebe terriers 

are those dealing with the land belonging to the Church of England parish. The names of 

proprietors of land are shown both for the holders of parish land and those farming adjacent land. 

Hugh is a forename that recurs throughout the family history so although no direct link has been 

found to known members of the family this is most likely because of the lack of records at that time. 

However, as will be seen shortly, there was a Hugh Pridmore who died and had his will proved in 

1670. It is possible that this was the Hugh Pridmore mentioned in the terrier but more likely that it 

was his son. 

The Hugh Pridmore in the terrier would have been aged twenty one or over to own land so would 

have been born towards the end of the sixteenth century in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, the last 

of the Tudor monarchs. Her father, Henry VIII, broke away from the Roman Catholic Church in 

1534. He established the Church of England and became supreme head of the Church. He had a 

son and two daughters. Henry was succeeded at his death in 1547 by his nine year old son, Edward, 

who died just six years later.  

Lady Jane Grey followed but reigned for only a few days. Mary Tudor, eldest daughter, of Henry 

VIII with Catherine of Aragon ruled from 1553 to 1558. She was the first woman to be crowned 

monarch in her own right. Mary was a strong Roman Catholic and intent on returning England to 

the Catholic Church. In 1554 she married the Catholic Philip V of Spain against widespread 

opposition. Her government had leading members of the Protestant Church including Thomas 

Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, burnt at the stake for heresy. She became known as “Bloody 

Mary” for the merciless persecution of Protestants.  
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Queen Elizabeth I came to the throne when Mary died in 1558. She was the daughter of Henry VIII 

and his wife, Ann Boleyn, who he had executed. Elizabeth was twenty five years old, the same age as 

her namesake, Queen Elizabeth II, when she came to the throne almost four hundred years later in 

1952. The reign of Queen Elizabeth I is often referred to as the “Golden Age”. Francis Drake was 

the first person to sail around the world in 1580. The journey took three years. The Spanish Armada 

which was planned to invade England was defeated in 1588. A chain of beacons were set up on hills 

across England to warn of the approaching invasion leading to many hills becoming named Becaon 

Hill. The voyages of Walter Raleigh led to the discovery of potatoes and tobacco. The Elizabethan 

era was a time when the arts also prospered with playwrights such as William Shakespeare, 

Christopher Marlowe and Ben Johnson. 

Queen Elizabeth I 
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Queen Elizabeth I died in 1603 and was succeeded by James VI of Scotland who became James I of 

England. He was a Protestant but was the estranged son of the Catholic Mary Queen of Scots. His 

mother had been executed by order of Elizabeth. She had taken this step reluctantly because Mary 

had become the focus of a number of plots to overthrow her from the English throne.  

Rutland 

Background is provided on the county of Rutland as this is where the Pridmore family is known to 

have lived for over two hundred years. 

It is the smallest county in England and contains over forty villages and hamlets with distinct 

identities.  In the Middle Ages the western side of Rutland was covered by the Leighfield Forest 

used for deer hunting. Most of Rutland remains agricultural although there are industries such as 

quarrying, cement manufacture and light industries.  Rutland water was built at Empingham as a 

reservoir to provide water for the surrounding counties. 

The flat plains in the east and the rich valleys to the west make Rutland perfect for farming and 

archaeological finds dating to the Bronze Age and Iron Age show that the county has been occupied 

by people for many thousands of years.  The people who lived in the East Midlands during the Iron 

Beacons lit to warn of the Spanish Armada 

and the attempted invasion of England 
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Age became known to the Romans as the Coritani. The Romans occupied the county at the time of 

the Emperor Claudius between 43 Ad and 47 AD although it had no military significance to them.  

Rutland was first named as a county by King John when it was granted as dowry to Queen Isabella. 

The Forest of Rutland which occupied the western part of the county in the Middle Ages was 

subject to Forest Laws aimed at preserving wildlife for the royal sport of hunting. This restricted the 

building of houses, the enclosing of land to protect crops from deer and the felling of trees.  It was 

later named as Leighfield Forest. Foresters were gamekeepers who enforced Forest Law. In 

medieval times wool was important to Rutland. English sheep provided fine quality wool sought by 

weavers and merchants in Flanders (now part of Belgium) and Italy. 

Belvoir castle overlooking the Vale of Belvoir is the home of the Dukes of Rutland, a title which the 

Manners family have held for several hundred years. The title was originally created for Richard 

Plantaganet, Duke of York who was created earl of Rutland in 1390. His daughter was an ancestor 

of Thomas Manners who was made Earl of Rutland in 1525. Belvoir castle was demolished in 1645 

after a siege lasting four months but was rebuilt in the 1650s. The Marquis of Granby, son of the 

third Duke and hero of the Battle of Minden, raised the regiment of the 21 Lancers. It was this 

regiment that Lord Cardigan led in the Charge of the Light Brigade. The Marquis of Granby (1721 – 

1770) gave payments to soldiers retiring from his regiment. Many set up as publicans with the 

money and named their pubs after their benefactor.  

Rutland remained a county until 1974 when it was placed in the County of Leicestershire. 

Rutland is predominantly an agricultural area with most of the Gwash valley cultivated to grow the 

main crop of barley but also sugar beet, potatoes and wheat. Sheep and cattle breeding and dairy 

farming are also important. During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the cattle market was the 

focal point of Uppingham, and Oakham still holds a cattle market. Before 1851 most employment 

was on the land or in supporting occupations such as blacksmiths and corn millers. Horses and oxen 

provided the only support for the labour of the men in the fields.  

People’s diet was determined by what could be grown on the land. Pork was the mainstay of country 

people’s diet. Pigs could be grazed on poor quality land and when killed could fed the family for 

months. Pig killing was an event to celebrate with neighbours. Rabbit was also a popular meal but 

there was a  penalty for poaching even though rabbits were regarded as pests. All dairy farms 
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produced cheese.  Preserving obviously played a major role in making a balanced diet. Food was 

preserved using salt, picking and smoking until the introduction of tin canning. 

  

Fox hunting has been an important pastime for Rutland’s gentry and farming community . The 

Cottesmore Hunt is one of the oldest in the country.  It was started by the Noel family in the early 

eighteenth century. Many wealthy families owned country houses in Rutland and Leicestershire and 

moved there for the hunting season which was from October to March. In February 2005 hunting 

foxes with dogs was banned.  

The Cottesmore Hunt 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF BRITAIN 

 (1601 - 1700)    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles II entering London – the Restoration of the Monarchy 

in 1660 after rule by Oliver and Richard Cromwell 
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The Changing Face of Britain (1601 – 1700)

 
 

Timeline 

 1603 - Queen Elizabeth I died and was succeeded by James VI of Scotland who became 

James I of England. 

 1605 – Gunpowder plot to assassinate James I was discovered. Guy Fawkes and other 

conspirators were hung, drawn and quartered. 

 1616 – William Shakespeare died. 

 1620 – The Pilgrim Fathers sailed to America aboard the Mayflower. 

 1625 – James I died and was succeeded by his son, Charles I. 

 1642 – The English Civil War started when Charles I raised the Royal Standard at 

Nottingham. 

 

 1649 – Charles I was executed at Whitehall in London. 

 1653 – Oliver Cromwell made himself Lord Protector and had all the powers of a king. 

 1658 – Oliver Cromwell died and was succeeded by his son, Richard. 

 1660 – Charles II was restored to the English throne. 

 1665 – The Great Plague began. A quarter of the people of London died from it. 

 1666 – Two thirds of London was destroyed in the Great Fire. 

 1685 – Charles II died and was succeeded by his brother, James II, who was a Catholic. 

 1688 – James II abdicated from the English throne after William of Orange landed an army 

in England. 
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 1689 – William and Mary were made joint monarchs. 

 1694 – The Bank of England was established. 
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HUGH PRIDMORE 
(died 1670) 

 
 

Hugh

Pridmore

- 1670
Occupation: 1670

Yeoman

Jane

- 1691

John

Pridmore

- 1704

Occupation: 1703
Yeoman

Ann

 
 

The only information that is known about Hugh Pridmore is contained in his will. The original is at 

Appendix 1 and the transcript is at Appendix 2. Hugh made his will on 23 May 1670 and it was 

proved at the Consistory Court of Peterborough on 3 November the same year. He made a 

significant number of bequests to a variety of beneficiaries including friends and godchildren and 

also left five shillings (about £21 at present day values) to the poor of South Luffenham where he 

lived. The key information provided from a family history perspective is that he provided the name 

of his wife, Jane, and only surviving child, John. John was a joint Executor with his mother so must 

have been aged twenty one or over. There is also mention of bequests to the children of his sister. 

Her Christian name is not given but she married a man named Walbanks and they had three sons 

and three daughters who were alive in 1670. 

 

Hugh was a yeoman. A yeoman was a farmer who farmed his own lands. He had land in Barrowden, 

Morcott and South Luffenham. These are three places close together in South Rutland.  
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As mentioned before we do not have any further information about Hugh. However, it is known 

that his son, John, was twenty one or over in 1670 so must have been born in 1649 or earlier. Hugh 

and Jane may have had other children before John who did not survive but were probably married 

in the mid-1640s. This was during the English Civil War when the keeping of parish registers 

reduced considerably so there may have been no record of their marriage.  The period of the Civil 

War and Commonwealth from 1642-1660 (“The Commonwealth Gap”) was one of ecclesiastical 

anarchy that seriously affected the keeping of parish registers. Many clergy had been ejected in 1643 

by the parliamentary forces on their refusal to take the Covenant, and more in 1645 when the prayer 

book was forbidden. This led to recording entries in registers stopping completely in many places.   

It was common for men to marry between the ages of twenty five and thirty at the time so Hugh 

was probably born around 1615 to 1620. James I was on the throne, Shakespeare died in 1616 and 

the Pilgrim Fathers sailed to America on board the Mayflower in 1620. 

 

Rutland 
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In his will, Hugh expressed the wish that “my body to be buried in the Church of South Luffnam neare unto 

my own seate in the middle Alley by my own friends where they have been buried ”. Hugh had lived through the 

English Civil War culminating with the execution of Charles I.  This was followed by the puritanical 

rule of Oliver Cromwell and his son, Richard, from 1649 to 1660 when Charles II was invited to 

take the English throne and the monarchy was restored. The Great Plague devastated London in 

1665 followed by the Fire of London the following year. Charles II was on the throne when Hugh 

died. 

Church of St Mary the Virgin, South Luffenham 
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JOHN PRIDMORE 
(died 1704) 

 

John

Pridmore
- 1704

Occupation: 1703

Yeoman

Ann

Hugh

Pridmore
1680 - 1759

Born: 1680

Occupation: 1759
Farmer

Hester

Sturges
- 1754

Married: 26 Feb 1704

in Holy Cross Church,
Burley

John

Pridmore
1685 - 1748

Born: 1685

in South Luffenham,
Rutland

Occupation:

Farmer

Anne

Burton
Married: 1710

in Uppingham, Rutland

Alice

Pridmore
1688 -

Born: 1688

in South Luffenham,
Rutland

William

Springthorp
Married: 23 Jan 1710

in St Mary the Virgin,

South Luffenham,
Rutland

 

The source of information that has been obtained for John is similar to that for his father. An 

estimate was given earlier that John was born in the mid to late 1640s during the Civil War. Much 

has been obtained from his will (Appendix 3 for will transcript) and this has been supplemented 

with entries from the parish registers for South Luffenham. John’s will which was written in 1703 

made his wife an Executor but did not name her. However, when probate was granted in 1704 her 

name was given as Ann.  

 

John and Ann’s eldest child was Hugh. The 

inscription on his headstone in the churchyard of 

St Mary the Virgin gives his age at his death in 

1759 as 79 suggesting that he was born in about 

1680. This is approximate as people were not 

generally as aware of their ages then as now. 

John was baptised in 1685 and Alice was baptised 

on 4 November 1688. Both ceremonies took place 

at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, South 

Luffenham. 
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 Three children are named in the will – Hugh, John and Alice. There may have been other children 

who did not survive. 

John the elder was probably in his late fifties when he died in 1704. He described himself as a 

yeoman in his will. The main beneficiaries of the will were Ann and Hugh. Hugh was left three 

houses in Morcott then occupied by tenants with the accompanying land and buildings, three roods 

(a rood is a quarter of an acre) of land in South Luffenham, a rood at Taglock Close and half an acre 

near the windmill between Morcott and Barrowden. John was to be given £120 (present day value 

£9370) and Alice £50 (current value £3,900) from the estate when reaching twenty two. Alice was 

also bequeathed a bride cart worth the value of £20. This was possibly her dowry. £1 then is the 

equivalent to nearly £80 now, so the bride cart would have a present day value of £1600.  

Ann was left three houses in South Luffenham then occupied by tenants. 

Much of John’s adult life was during the reign of Charles II. This period was known as the 

Restoration (of the monarchy). The Commonwealth which was when Oliver Cromwell and then his 

son, Richard, ruled was a time when Puritanism held sway.  Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Protector, 

and his government had a strong puritan faith and they imposed this on the English way of life. 

Church attendance was compulsory. Horse racing and cockfights were banned, plays were 

prohibited, gambling dens and brothels were closed, as were many alehouses. Christmas activities, 

including attending mass, were banned although it was celebrated secretly by many.  

 

The monarchy was restored in 1660 with the accession of King Charles II, “the Merrie Monarch”, 

who is popularly remembered for his many mistresses including Nell Gwynn, an orange seller, and 

the tragedies of the Great Plague and the Fire of London. Charles II died in 1685 and was replaced 

by his brother, James II, who was unpopular because he was a Catholic in a Protestant country. 

There were fears that as Head of the Church of England he intended to return the country to 

Catholicism. James II abdicated in 1688 after William of Orange landed an army in England. William 

who was the grandson of Charles I had earlier married Mary, daughter of James II. William and 

Mary ruled jointly.  

Mary died in 1694 and William ruled alone until 1702 when he died after a fall from a horse which 

supposedly stumbled over a mole hill in Hyde Park. The Jacobites (supporters of James II and his 
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descendents) drank to the “little gentleman in black velvet” who had brought about William’s death. 

Queen Anne was on the throne when John died.  

 

John was buried in St Mary’s churchyard, South Luffenham on 15 April 1704. He had been a 

churchwarden at St Mary’s in the late seventeenth century. 

 

South Luffenham 

The place name South Luffenham is derived from:  the village of (Ham)-  of Luffa (old English). 

The Earls of Ancaster had owned all the farms and most of the cottages in South Luffenham. The 

estate was then split up and sold off. 

 

 

 

Around the village are a number of old lanes. Cannonball Lane is so called because it is thought that 

Cromwell’s men set up cannon in Morcott Spinney where the lane leads to fire on North 

Luffenham. 

North Luffenham was heavily involved in the English Civil War. The old manor house was built in 

1635 and occupied by the Noels who were loyalists. The house was defended by about 200 men 

from other Noel estates against 1300 men led by Lord Gray, a parliamentary commander, horse and 

dragoners.  All seven houses in the village of Sculthorpe were razed to the ground to prevent any 

South Luffenham 
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flanking attack from the Noels. The house was taken by the parliamentary forces on 21 February 

1642.  Descendants of the Noels continued to live in the house until the early 1700s. The house was 

demolished in 1802 by Sir Gilbert Heathcote the then owner.  

  

 

From the 14th Century until 1882 owners of their land held their strips called “known acres” with 

each owner or occupier using the same strips each year as his own subject to rights of grazing. Then 

the land became common pasture until wanted for the next cultivation.  

A maypole was set up on the village green and children danced around it on May Day until this 

practice stopped in 1923. The May Queen and her attendants travelled around the village in farm 

wagons which were decked with garlands and all the horses had their martingale brasses highly 

polished.  

Wassailing Day was held on 21 December until 1939. Wassailing refers to a traditional ceremony 

that involves singing and drinking the health of trees in the hopes that they might better thrive.  

The purpose of wassailing is to awake the apple trees and to scare away evil spirits to ensure a good 

harvest of fruit in the Autumn.  

The ceremonies of each wassail vary from village to village but they generally all have the same core 

elements. A wassail King and Queen lead the song, sung from one orchard to the next, the wassail 

Queen is then lifted up into the boughs of the tree to place toast soaked in Wassail from the Clayen 

Cup as a gift to the tree spirits. 

Some Pridmore  graves in the 

churchyard at South Luffenham. 

All are badly weathered and the 

inscriptions indistinct at best. The 

inscriptions have been transcribed, 

however, and information was taken 

to add to the family trees. The 

earliest Pridmore known to be 

buried in the churchyard was Hugh 

Pridmore (1680 – 1759). 
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Children of John and Ann 

 

John Pridmore (1685 – 1748) 

 

John

Pridmore

1685 - 1748

Born: 1685

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

Occupation:

Farmer

Anne

Burton

Married: 1710

in Uppingham, Rutland

John
Pridmore

1713 -

Born: 1713

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

 

 

 

Alice Pridmore (born 1688) 

Alice

Pridmore
1688 -

Born: 1688

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

William

Springthorp
Married: 23 Jan 1710

in St Mary the Virgin,

South Luffenham,

Rutland

 

John married Anne Burton from Hallaton in 

Leicestershire at Uppingham in 1710. They were 

married by licence issued on 26 December 1710. The 

signatories to the marriage bond were John and also 

Andrew Pridmore an innholder of Uppingham who 

was presumably a relative. 

John and Anne had one child, John, who was baptised 

on 15 April 1713 at South Luffenham. 

John senior was buried on 10 February 1748. He was 

62 or 63 years of age. John was a farmer. He had been 

a churchwarden at St Mary’s in the 1720s 

Alice married William Springthorp on 23 January 

1710/1711(expressed in this was because the Julian 

Calendar was in use then with the last day of the 

year falling on 25 March) at South Luffenham. 

No other information is known. They did not have 

any children in South Luffenham. 
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Churchwardens 

Several of the Pridmores were churchwardens. These were important positions particularly at a time 

when the parish church was the centre of local government as it was until the later part of the 

nineteenth century. It is usual for there to be two churchwardens for each parish; one appointed by 

the vicar and the other by the vestry (representatives of the parishioners). Churchwardens would 

have been amongst the minority of parishioners who were literate. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

They were responsible for the maintenance of church property, the provision of materials for 

church services such as bread and wine for Holy Communion, the presentation of offenders before 

the archdeacon’s court on the occasion of his parish visitation and the administration of church 

funds. Church funds were obtained from church rates levied on parishioners and almsgiving or from 

the revenues of church herds, flocks and lands (called glebe land). Glebe farms still exist in many 

villages showing that they were, and sometimes still are, owned by the church. The vicar also gained 

income from tithes. The great tithes of corn and hay, and the small tithes of livestock, wool and 

non-cereal crops went to support the vicar and the church. Churchwardens had specific powers for 

keeping the peace in churchyards. They were responsible for providing the bishops’ transcripts, 

annual copies of the parish registers that were sent to the bishop. They had to account for the use of 

church money to the parishioners. The churchwardens’ accounts for South Luffenham in the mid-

eighteenth century included the following (s= shilling, d=pence):- 

Hedgehogs – 1s 

Bread and wine - £2-10s (regular payments) 

Fox – 5s 

Visitation (by archdeacon) charges – 6s 6d 

Bell ringing – 5s 

Bell rope – 3s 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF BRITAIN 

 (1701 - 1800)    

 

 

 

 

Bonnie Prince Charlie (Charles Edward Stuart) 

who led the second failed Jacobite uprising in 1745 
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The Changing Face of Britain (1701– 1800)

 
 

Timeline 

 1702 - William III died and was succeeded by Queen Anne. 

 1704 – John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, defeated the French at Blenheim. Winston 

Churchill was a descendant of the Duke.  

 1707 – The Act of Union between England and Scotland was ratified making one country – 

Great Britain. 

 1714 – Queen Anne died. She had seventeen children but none survived. Anne was 

succeeded by George, Elector of Hanover, who did not speak any English.  

 1715 – James “The old Pretender”, son of James II, led the first unsuccessful Jacobite 

rebellion. 

 1720 – “The South Sea Bubble bursts”. There had been massive speculative investment in 

the South Sea Company and when it fell there was panic and a major financial crisis in the 

London Stock Market. 

 1727 – George I died and was succeeded by the second Hanoverian king, George II. 

 1739 – Methodist preachers began their mission to the poor. John Wesley, George 

Whitefield and others began preaching in fields and attracted mass audiences and many 

converts to evangelical Christianity.  

 1745 – Charles Edward Stuart “Bonnie Prince Charlie” led the second Jacobite rebellion. 

After initial success in Scotland his army marched south reaching Derby before returning to 

Scotland where it was routed at Culloden in 1746. 

 1750s – Landlords in the Scottish Highlands began to evict their tenants and replace them 

with more profitable sheep farming. The Highland Clearances led to many people 

emigrating. 

 1760 - George II died and his son, George III came to the throne. 
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 1756 to 1763 - The Seven Years War with France resulted in Britain gaining control of large 

parts of Canada, India and the West Indies. 

 1771 – The Factory Age began with the opening of the first cotton mill. 

 1776 to 1782 – The American War of Independence followed the Declaration of 

Independence on 4 July 1776. The independence movement had been triggered by resistance 

to excessive taxes levied by the English Government without representation from the 

American colonists. 

 1787 – The Committee for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was formed. 

 1787 – The first fleet of convicts sailed for Australia. Convicts had been sent to America 

before defeat in the War of Independence made that impossible. 

 1788 – The first edition of The Times was published. 

 1789 – The French Revolution began with the storming of the Bastille on 14 July. 

 1793 – Britain went to war with France. The Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars lasted for 

over twenty years until Napoleon was defeated by the Duke of Wellington at the Battle of 

Waterloo. 
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HUGH PRIDMORE 
(1680 - 1759) 

 

 

Hugh

Pridmore

1680 - 1759

Born: 1680

Occupation: 1759

Farmer

Hester

Sturges

- 1754

Married: 26 Feb 1704

in Holy Cross Church,

Burley

John

Pridmore

1706 - 1706
Born: 1706

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

Hugh

Pridmore

1709 - 1782
Born: 1709

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

Occupation: 1752

Farmer

John

Pridmore

1711 - 1715
Born: 1711

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

Augustin

Pridmore

1717 -
Born: 1717

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

Occupation: 1743

Farmer

Ann

Pridmore

1720 -
Born: 1720

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

John

Pridmore

1726 - 1727
Born: 1726

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

 

Hugh was the eldest known son of John and Ann Pridmore. He was born in 1680, probably in 

South Luffenham. Hugh married Hester on 26 February 1704/1705 at Holy Cross Church, Burley 

on the Hill. Hester was from Exton. As was often the case with the Pridmores, they married by 

licence. Hugh was described as a yeoman on the Marriage Bond to which he was a signatory. The 

other signatories to the Bond were John Sturges of Exton, Gentleman (probably Hester’s father) 

and John Walker of Exton, Gentleman. People intending to marry were able to avoid the 

inconvenience of the reading of the banns for three weeks by obtaining a marriage licence from the 

diocesan consistory court, in this case the Peterborough Consistory Court. A charge was levied for 

the licence which was a limitation although the poor might find this step necessary if the bride was 

pregnant or the groom was a soldier with limited leave available before marriage. 

Hugh and Hester spent all their married lives in South Luffenham. They had six children but only 

three survived to adulthood. Their first child John probably only lived for a few days. He was 

baptised on 8 January 1706/1707 and was buried on 10 January. Baptism was considered essential to 

salvation at this time so was performed soon after birth particularly if there was a likelihood that the 

child would not survive. Hugh and Hester had two further children named John neither of whom 
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survived. It was quite common then for children to be given the same name as an earlier child who 

had died. They would have been particularly keen to name a boy, John, after his grandfather. It was 

common practice to name children after their parents and grandparents with the result that the same 

naming patterns can persist over several centuries. 

Hugh and Hester’s second child was Hugh who was baptised on 8 July 1709 followed by another 

John who was baptised on 22 July 1711. He was buried on 20 March 1715/1716 so was only three 

years old at his death. The next two children survived. Augustine was baptised on 11 February 

1717/1718 and Ann was baptised on 28 October 1720. Their last child, another unfortunate John, 

was baptised on 2 August 1726 and buried on 22 September 1727 so was a year old when he died. 

There was twenty years between Ann’s first and last children. 

Hester died in 1754 and was buried in St Mary’s churchyard on 27 December. Hugh died five years 

later in 1759 aged about 79 and was buried in St Mary’s churchyard on 28 February. In his will 

proved on 6 April 1759 he was described as a gentleman and a farmer (transcript of the will at 

Appendix 4). His estate was left to his three children; Hugh, Augustin and Ann. Hugh was the 

principal beneficiary with land left to him in Morcott, South Luffenham and Barrowden. Hugh and 

Augustin were left jointly all the livestock, husbandry and ready money. Special provision was made 

for Ann who was unmarried. She was left a cottage, an annual annuity of four pounds (present day 

value of £340), the bed and furniture in the best chamber (bedroom), all the silver spoons and silver 

plate except the silver tankard left to Hugh and £5 to be paid within a month. Safeguards were built 

into the will to ensure that Hugh paid Ann her annuity promptly.  
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Children of Hugh and Hester 

Augustin Pridmore (born 1717) 

Augustin

Pridmore

1717 -

Born: 1717

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

Occupation: 1743

Farmer

Mary

White

Married: 02 Feb 1743

in All Saints Church,

Tinwell,  Rutland

Hugh
Pridmore

1757 - 1759

Born: 1757

in South Luffenham,

Rutland

 

Augustin married Mary White of Corby by licence on 2 February 1743/1744 at All Saints Church, 

Tinwell. He was a farmer. They had only one child, Hugh, who was baptised on 2 August 1757 and 

was buried on 30 May 1759 so was about eighteen months old when he died. 

Augustin was a churchwarden at St Mary’s. 

Ann Pridmore (born 1720) 

Ann was born in 1720 and was Hugh and Hester’s only daughter. She was 38 years old when her 

father died and unmarried.  

Farming 

From the 17th century and through the 18th century, an agricultural revolution took place in 

England. English (and Dutch) farmers were the most productive farmers of the century and were 

continually adopting new methods of farming and experimenting with new types of vegetables and 

grains. They also learned a great deal about manure and other fertilizers. In other words, many 

English farmers were treating farming as a science, and all this interest eventually resulted in greater 

yields.  
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In 1700, 80% of the population of England earned its income from the land. A century later, that 

figure had dropped to 40%. By 1901 the figure was 8.6% and in 2007 about 2%. England's 

agricultural revolution came as a result of increased attention to fertilizers, the adoption of new 

crops and farming technologies, and the enclosure movement. While farmers received compensation 

for their strips after enclosure, it was minimal, and the loss of rights for agricultural workers e.g. for 

grazing animals and collecting wood for fuel led to an increased dependency on the Poor Law. Only 

a few found work in the (increasingly mechanised) enclosed farms. Most were forced to relocate to 

the cities to try to find work in the emerging factories of the Industrial Revolution from the mid-

nineteenth century onwards. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Enclosure of land had been taking place since the Middle Ages as a means of making farming more 

efficient and productive. Before enclosure farmers had strips in each field and also rights over 

common pastures, meadows, heaths and woodlands. Common land was not owned by the public 

but held privately originally by the Lord of the Manor but the people had “rights of common” for 

example to graze their animals. The strip system resulted in farmers having many small strips of land 

often spread over a large area which was neither efficient nor productive.  

The system still operates in Laxton in North Nottinghamshire and there is a small museum attached 

to the Dovecote Inn showing how it operates. The piecemeal enclosure of common and waste land 

had proceeded in fits and starts over several centuries. This was initially done privately sometimes 

Agricultural labourers – the whole family was 

required to help the ag. lab. with his work for 

the farmer particularly at harvest time. 
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amicably but on other occasions forced through by major landowners against the wishes of the 

majority of smaller and less powerful landowners.  

 

The enclosure of arable land allowed owners to exchange and consolidate their scattered strips in 

order to create square or rectangular fields of manageable size within separate ring-fenced farms. 

Agricultural labourers and small landowners, however, usually lost their rights to graze animals and 

collect wood on common land.  

 

Parliamentary enclosure occurred where an agreement to enclose by all the owners of land in an area 

could not be obtained. A private or public Act of Parliament could overrule the owners of the 

minority of the land who were against enclosure. The first Act was for Radipole, Dorset in 1604 but 

it was not until well into the 18th century before this method became common and by about 1750 it 

had become dominant. Over 85% of parliamentary enclosure was completed or on the statute book 

by 1830. There was a particularly strong wave of activity during the French revolutionary and 

Napoleonic wars when grain prices were high and farming prosperous. The war years accounted for 

nearly half of all enclosures. In all over 5,000 enclosure awards were made with the last in 1914.  

 

The Biblical injunction to Moses and Jacob to give one tenth of all the produce of their land for the 

work of God had become a legal obligation in England by the eighth century. Tithes (one tenth) 

were paid to the rector of a Church of England parish for the upkeep of the church. Great tithes 

were cereal crops and small tithes were livestock, wool, and non-cereal crops. Tithe rights owned by 

the monasteries were confiscated by Henry VIII and passed to lay people. This amounted to about a 

third of all tithe rights. In many instances rectors leased the collection of tithes to lay people. 

Originally tithes were payable in kind with the collection of the tenth animal, the tenth pail of milk 

and tenth sheaf of corn etc.  

 

The collection of tithes caused great ill feeling and Nonconformists in particular objected to the 

payment of tithes to an Established Church which they did not support. In many places the ill-

feeling caused by the collection of tithes resulted in agreement to make monetary payments instead. 

Enclosures often resulted in tithes being dropped in return for land. Where tithes still existed they 

were converted into rental payments based on the price of grain through the Tithe Commutation 
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Act of 1836. Rent charges finally disappeared in 1936 when landowners began to pay an annuity 

over sixty years to redeem all tithes by 1996. 

 

 

Most farmers rented land. In the late nineteenth century only about one-seventh of land was in the 

hands of owner occupiers. Buying land only represented a saving of about 3-4% while farming could 

produce about 10% or more. It was more common for farmers to invest in equipment or extend 

their operations rather than buy the land that they were farming. Tenants were usually allowed to 

pass on their farms from father to son and so farms often remained in the hands of the same family 

for several generations. However, the tendency to pass farms on from one generation to the next 

could lead to the continued adoption of out-dated techniques and low standards. Many farmers were 

reluctant to innovate because of their suspicion of new techniques or because they did not have the 

capital to implement them. More often than not farm labourers resisted change even when they 

were working for more progressive farmers. This was the reason for the long survival of traditional 

styles of implements particularly wagons and ploughs.  It was common for most of the family to be 

involved in running the farm. Usually the wife helped on the farm looking after the dairy and 

chickens. The children would help more as they became older. 

Being a tenant of a farm on the estate of large landowner brought obligations with it. It was often 

expected that tenants would vote the same way as their landowners. It was not until 1872 that the 

secret ballot was introduced for elections. Until then employers or landowners could influence 

elections by sending their representatives to elections and check the way that their tenants or 

employees had voted. 
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The result of these developments taken together was a period of high productivity and low food 

prices. And this, in turn, meant that the typical English family did not have to spend almost 

everything it earned on bread and instead could purchase manufactured goods. 
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HUGH PRIDMORE 
(1709 - 1782)

 
Hugh

Pridmore

1709 - 1782
Born: 1709

in South Luffenham,

Rutland
Occupation: 1752

Farmer

Sarah

Pridmore

- 1749
Married: 23 Nov 1732

in All Hallows, Seaton,

Rutland

Thomas

Pridmore
1733 - 1800

Born: 1733

in Morcott,  Rutland
Occupation: 1752

Farmer

Hugh

Pridmore
1736 - 1805

Born: 1736

in Morcott,  Rutland

John

Pridmore
1739 - 1785

Born: 1739

in Morcott,  Rutland
Occupation: 1785

Baker

James

Pridmore
1742 - 1810

Born: 1742

in Morcott,  Rutland

Sarah

Pridmore
1749 - 1750

Born: 1749

in Morcott,  Rutland

 

 

Hugh was the eldest surviving son of Hugh and Hester Pridmore and the principal beneficiary of his 

father’s will after his death in 1759. He was baptised at St Mary’s, South Luffenham on 8 July 1709 

and married Sarah Pridmore on 23 November 1732 at the age of 23 at All Hallows Church, Seaton. 

Although they had the same surname there was no evidence found that they were close relations.  

 

Hugh and Sarah spent their married lives in Morcott. His family had held land in the village for 

many years and he farmed there. They had five children, four boys and a girl. All were born in 

Morcott and were baptised at the Church of St Mary the Virgin in the village. Thomas was born in 

1733, followed by Hugh (1736), John (1739), James (1742) and Sarah (1749). Sarah was only about 

three months old when she died. She was baptised on 22 October 1749 and was buried on 22 

January 1750. All the boys survived into adulthood. Hugh’s wife, Sarah, was buried on 22 October 

1749 on the same day that her daughter was baptised. It is likely that she died from complications 

following her daughter’s birth. Sarah was probably in her mid to late thirties when she died.  

 

Hugh married again in 1752, two and half years after Sarah’s death. He married Mary Allen who was 

a forty five year old widow at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Morcott. Mary was living in 
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Morcott. They were married by licence on 5 May 1752. Hugh and Mary were married for thirty 

years. 

 

Hugh died in 1782 at the age of 72. He was buried on 6 June in St Mary’s Churchyard at Morcott. 

 

   

 

In his will (Appendix 5 for the original will and Appendix 6 for the transcription), Hugh leaves a 

substantial part of his land and property to his wife, Mary, and on her death passing to his youngest 

son, James, who is the sole Executor. His other three sons are also left bequests in the will although 

in the case of his eldest son, Thomas, these are not substantial which suggests that land and property 

had probably been gifted to him earlier. This also applies to his third son, John. Hugh also willed an 

annual annuity of four pounds to Mary to be paid in quarterly instalments and was very specific 

about when and where it should be paid, and the penalties for none, or late, payment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pridmore graves in the churchyard of 

St Mary the Virgin, Morcott – the 

inscriptions are illegible beyond 

making out the family name. 
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Children of Hugh and Sarah 

Hugh Pridmore (1736 – 1805) 

Hugh

Pridmore

1736 - 1805

Born: 1736

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation:

Farmer

Ann

Wilkins

Married: 03 Sep 1763

in St Mary the Virgin,

Morcott

Mary

Pridmore

1764 -

Born: 1764

in Glaston, Rutland

Thomas

Bryan

Married: 19 Mar 1791

in St Andrew's, Glaston,

Rutland

 

Hugh was Hugh and Sarah’s second son. He was born in 1736/1737 and married Ann Wilkins at St 

Mary’s, Morcott on 8 September 1763 when he was 26. They had one child, Mary (named after her 

step grandmother), who was born at Glaston in 1764. Hugh was living in Glaston in 1780 when his 

father’s will was made. He was left twelve acres in Morcot, South Luffenham, Barrowden and Pilton. 

This was probably before enclosure with the land farmed in relatively small strips often considerable 

distances apart.  

 

Hugh died in 1805 aged 68. He did not leave a will but administration of his estate was granted to 

his son-in-law, Thomas Bryan, who married his daughter, Mary, on 19 March 1791 at St Andrew’s, 

Glaston. The estate was valued at under £450 (equivalent to about £14,500 now).  

 

John Pridmore (1739 – 1785) 

John

Pridmore

1739 - 1785

Born: 1739

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1785

Baker

Ann

Bellars

Married: 07 Apr 1763

in St Mary the Virgin,

Edith Weston, Rutland

William

Pridmore
1764 - 1835

Born: 1764

in Morcott,  Rutland

Sarah

Pridmore
1766 - 1770

Born: 1766

in Morcott,  Rutland

John

Pridmore
1767 - 1768

Born: 1767

in Morcott,  Rutland

Elizabeth

Pridmore
1769 -

Born: 1769

in Morcott,  Rutland

Thomas

Pridmore
1771 -

Born: 1771

in Morcott,  Rutland

John

Pridmore
1774 -

Born: 1774

in Morcott,  Rutland

Hugh

Pridmore
1776 - 1857

Born: 1776

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1851

Farmer (120 acres)

Mary

Pridmore
1779 -

Born: 1779

in Morcott,  Rutland
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John married Ann Bellars at St Mary the Virgin, Edith Weston on 7 April 1763 when he was 23. The 

village is named after Edith of Wessex who was the wife of Edward the Confessor. John and Ann 

had eight children, five boys and three girls. Two of their children died when very young. John was 

not mentioned in his father’s will at all although his children were beneficiaries. He was the only son 

not to be a beneficiary so may have been provided for earlier  although he could have fallen out with 

his father.  

 

John died in 1785 aged 46. He had been a baker. 

 

James Pridmore 

James

Pridmore

1742 - 1810

Born: 1742

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation:

Farmer

Elizabeth

Allin

1743 - 1780

Born: 1743

in Morcott,  Rutland

Married: 09 Jan 1766

in Morcott,  Rutland

Mary

Pridmore
1768 -

Born: 1768

in Morcott,  Rutland

Ann

Pridmore
1770 -

Born: 1770

in Morcott,  Rutland

Elizabeth

Pridmore
1772 -

Born: 1772

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1841

Independent means

Sarah

Pridmore
1774 -

Born: 1774

in Morcott,  Rutland

Austin Augustine

Pridmore
1777 - 1779

Born: 1777

in Morcott,  Rutland

Esther

Pridmore
1779 -

Born: 1779

in Morcott,  Rutland

 

 

James was the youngest of Hugh and Sarah’s five sons. He married Elizabeth Allin who was also 

from Morcott at St Mary’s on 9 January 1766 when he was 22. They had five girls and a boy. Their 

only son, Austin Augustine, was born in 1777 but died in 1779 when he was less than two years old. 

 

It is likely that he was farming his father’s land in Morcott when Hugh wrote his will. This land and 

cottages and a further nine and a half acres was left to his step-mother, Mary, but was to pass to him 

on her death. He was also to share Hugh’s household effects with Mary and was bequeathed the 

balance on her death. 

 

James died in 1810 aged 67.  
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THOMAS PRIDMORE 
(1733 - 1800) 

 

Ann

Marson

- 1768

Married: 10 Mar 1752

in St Peter's,  Barrowden,

Rutland

Thomas

Pridmore

1733 - 1800

Born: 1733

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1752

Farmer

Elizabeth

Falkner

- 1770

Married: 17 Jun 1769

in St Mary the Virgin,

Morcott

Sarah

Pridmore

1754 -

Born: 1754

in Morcott,  Rutland

Reverend William

Pochin

- 1824

Married: 16 Jan 1779

in St Mary the Virgin,

Morcott

Occupation:

Church of England

Clergyman

Hugh

Pridmore

1756 - 1807

Born: 1756

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1777

Farmer

Katharine

Spencer

1756 -

Born: 1756

Married: 21 Sep 1777

in St Peter's,  Belgrave,

Leicestershire

Thomas

Pridmore

1762 - 1762

Born: 1762

in Morcott,  Rutland

 

 

Thomas was baptised on 8 November 1733 at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Morcott. He was 

the eldest son of Hugh and Sarah Pridmore. 

 

Thomas was married twice. He married Ann Marson at St Peter’s Church, Barrowden on 10 March 

1752. They had two girls and a boy. Sarah was born in 1754, Hugh was born in 1756 and Thomas 

was born in 1762. All three were baptised at St Mary’s, Morcott. Thomas only lived for a few 

months. He was baptised on 11 July 1762 and was buried on 7 October the same year. Ann died in 

1768. She was probably in her mid thirties. Thomas married Elizabeth Falkner, a local woman, on 17 

June 1769 at St Mary’s but their marriage lasted less than a year. Elizabeth was buried on 20 April 

1770. 

 

Thomas was only left a silver tankard when his father died in 1782 but this has some significance as 

it had been passed down through several generations. It is likely that he had land settled on him 

before the will was made. 

 

Thomas was a widower for thirty years and died in 1800 aged 66. He was buried in St Mary’s 

churchyard at Morcott on 2 July 1800. Thomas was a farmer. 
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Children of Thomas and Ann 

 

Sarah Pridmore (born 1754) 

Sarah

Pridmore

1754 -

Born: 1754

in Morcott,  Rutland

Reverend William

Pochin

- 1824

Married: 16 Jan 1779

in St Mary the Virgin,

Morcott

Occupation:

Church of England
Clergyman

William

Pochin

1779 -

Born: 1779

in Morcott,  Rutland

Charlotte

Pochin

1780 -

Born: 1780

in Morcott,  Rutland

Frances

Pochin

1782 - 1806

Born: 1782

in Morcott,  Rutland

George

Pochin

1783 -

Born: 1783

in Morcott,  Rutland

Elizabeth

Pochin

1785 -

Born: 1785

in Morcott,  Rutland

Thomas

Pochin

1788 -

Born: 1788

in Morcott,  Rutland

Charles

Pochin

1789 -

Born: 1789

in Morcott,  Rutland

Sarah

Pochin

1792 -

Born: 1792

in Morcott,  Rutland

Mary Ann

Pochin

1794 -

Born: 1794

in Morcott,  Rutland

 

 

Sarah was Thomas and Ann’s eldest child. She was born in 1754 and married the Reverend William 

Pochin on 16 June 1779 at St Mary the Virgin, Morcott. William was the Vicar of Morcott. He was a 

member of the Pochin family that had lived at Barkby Hall near Leicester from 1604.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah and William had nine children, five girls and four boys over a period of fifteen years from 

1779 to 1794. All were born and were baptised at St Mary’s, Morcott by their father. 

Barkby Hall is five miles north east 

of Leicester. It was rebuilt in 1810 

and considerably reduced in size in 

1870. 
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Morcott 

Morcott is about seven and a half miles from Oakham, the county town of Rutland. The name 

means the “small house on the moor”. The population in 1851 was 667 which was boosted by 

workers building the railway. By 1861 the railway workers had left and the population had fallen to 

494. 

The parish of Morcott covers an area of 1,363 acres of land which is of clay, stone and sand, and is 

in about equal parts arable and pasture. There are several old quarries and sand-pits in the north of 

the parish.  

 

The village in the main served the Fydell Rowleys who had lived at Morcott Hall since 1800 

although there were a number of farms apart some of which employed up to fifteen men.  There 

were five inns in the village until the early twentieth century. The A47 which bypasses the village 

now was known as the Turnpike. At one time there were six almshouses in Morcott founded by 

George Gilson in 1612 for six unmarried men or women. There is a windmill at the eastern end of 

the parish first mentioned in 1489. 

               

 

 

Morcott Morcott Mill 
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Morcott Feast was held on the first Sunday after 19 September in Brook Poor Field. Gretton band 

played on the Green, a triangle of grass now gone. There would be roundabouts, coconut shies, 

climbing a greasy pole for a pig followed by dancing in the evening.  A large feast of roast beef and 

plum pudding would follow.  
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HUGH PRIDMORE 
(1756 - 1807) 

 

 

Hugh

Pridmore

1756 - 1807

Born: 1756

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1777

Farmer

Katharine

Spencer

1756 -

Born: 1756

Married: 21 Sep 1777

in St Peter's,  Belgrave,

Leicestershire

Frances

Pridmore
1779 -

Born: 1779

in Morcott,  Rutland

Ann

Pridmore
1780 -

Born: 1780

in Morcott,  Rutland

Thomas

Pridmore
1782 -

Born: 1782

in Morcott,  Rutland

Hugh

Pridmore
1784 - 1858

Born: 1784

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1841

Farmer and baker

Sarah Spencer

Pridmore
1787 -

Born: 1787

in Morcott,  Rutland

Mary

Pridmore
1789 -

Born: 1789

in Morcott,  Rutland

Augustin

Pridmore
1791 - 1792

Born: 1791

in Morcott,  Rutland

William

Pridmore
1793 - 1849

Born: 1793

in Morcott,  Rutland

Occupation: 1841

Farmer

Elizabeth

Pridmore
1796 - 1796

Born: 1796

in Morcott,  Rutland

 

 

Hugh was the eldest and only surviving son of Thomas and Ann Pridmore. He was born in late 

1756 and baptised at St Mary’s, Morcott on 7 January 1757. 

 

Hugh married Katharine (sometimes spelled with a “C”) Spencer on 20 September 1777 by licence 

at St Peter’s Church, Belgrave, Leicester. He was twenty years old and married with the consent of 

his father. Hugh’s occupation was given as “farmer” and his parish as Morcott in Rutland. Katharine 

was a spinster of Sharman’s Lodge, Belgrave. Her age was given as 21. One of the signatories to the 

bond was William Spencer, a farmer, also of Sharman’s Lodge, Belgravia who was probably 

Katharine’s father.  Hugh and Katharine had five girls and four boys over seventeen years from 

1779 to 1796. Their first child, Frances, was born in 1779. This may have been Katharine’s mother’s 

name as it is not one used by the Pridmore family earlier. Their second child, Ann (named after 

Hugh’s mother), was born in 1780 followed by Thomas in 1782 (named after Hugh’s father) and 

then Hugh in 1784 (named after his own father). Sarah Spencer born in 1787 was given her mother’s 

maiden name, as was often the case, followed by Mary in 1789 and Augustin in 1791. There are 

several Augustins in the Pridmore family. Augustin only lived for a few months. He was baptised on 

16 August 1791 and buried on 22 February 1792. Hugh and Katharine’s fourth and last son, 

William, born in 1793 was probably named after his paternal grandfather. Their last child Elizabeth 
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only had a very short life. She was baptised on 8 July 1796 and buried on 29 August 1796. Two of 

their nine children died young but as far as is known all the other survived to become adults. 

 

Hugh died in Morcott at the age of 50. He was buried in St Mary’s churchyard on 30 December 

1807. Everything was left to his wife, Katharine, and on her death to be shared between his children 

(See Appendix 7 for the will and Appendix 8 for the transcript). The value of the estate was less 

than £200 (worth about £6800 to-day) and there was no land mentioned so presumably Hugh was 

leasing the land that he was farming.  

 

Hugh was a farmer like most of his ancestors.  

 

Children of Hugh and Katherine 

 

There is nothing known about several of the children after their baptisms except for the following:- 

 

Ann Pridmore (born 1780) 

Ann

Pridmore

1780 -

Born: 1780
in Morcott,  Rutland

Andrew

Thomas

Married: 28 Apr 1805

in St Mary the Virgin,
Morcott

 

 

Thomas Pridmore (born 1782) 

Thomas

Pridmore

1782 -

Born: 1782
in Morcott,  Rutland

Mary

Cox

Married: 12 Dec 1803

in St Peter's Church,
Barrowden

       

 

 

Ann married Andrew Thomas on 28 

April 1805 at St Mary the Virgin, Morcott 

- the year of the Battle of Trafalgar 

Thomas married Mary Cox on 12 

December 1803 at St Peter’s Church, 

Barrowden 
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Sarah Pridmore (born 1787) 

 

Sarah did nor marry. In 1861 she was boarding at Town Street, Market Deeping near Stamford. She 

was 74 at the time so had a long life. Life expectancy was only thirty five years in 1750 but had risen 

to forty five years by 1850.  

 

William Pridmore (1793 – 1849) 

 

William was a farmer at the 1841 Census living in Morcott with three servants but no family. He did 

not appear to have married. William died in 1849 aged 56. 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF BRITAIN 

 (1801 - 1837)    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Battle of Waterloo, 1815 – The British Army led by the Duke of 

Wellington, with the support of the Prussians, defeated the French 

Army commanded by the Emperor Napoleon. Napoleon died in exile on 

St Helena in 1821. 
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The Changing Face of Britain (1801 – 1837)

 
 

Timeline 

 1801 - Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales) and Ireland were formally joined under 

the Act of Union to create the United Kingdom in 1801 

 1801 - Britain held its first census but details on individuals within the family were not 

collected until 1841 

 1805 - The British fleet under Admiral Nelson defeated the combined French and Spanish 

fleet at the Battle of Trafalgar on 21 October which prevented a French invasion 

 1807 - Britain abolished the slave trade so slaves were no longer carried on British ships 

 1811/1812 - Luddites (named after their mythical leader 'Ned Ludd') sabotaged machinery in 

the woollen, cotton and hosiery industries in Nottinghamshire, Lancashire and Yorkshire. 

 1815 - The British army led by the Duke of Wellington defeated the French under Napoleon 

at the Battle of Waterloo on 18 June. Napoleon was exiled to St Helena where he died. 

 1825 - The Stockton to Darlington Railway opened. It was the first steam locomotive 

passenger service. 

 1833 – Slavery was abolished in the British Empire 

 1834 – Six farm labourers from Tolpuddle in Dorset were transported to Australia for 

setting up a friendly society or trade union. This marked the launch of the trades union 

movement. 

 1834 – The Poor Law Amendment Act led to the setting up of union workhouses intended 

to bring down the costs of supporting the unemployed and other needy people. 
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Hugh
Pridmore

1784 - 1858

Born: 1784
in Morcott,  Rutland

Elizabeth
1789 - 1855

Born: 1789

in Barrowden, Rutland

Jonathan
Pridmore

1812 - 1870

Born: 1812
in Water Newton,
Huntingdonshire

William

Pridmore

1814 - 1895

Born: 1814
in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

Edward

Pridmore

1815 - 1896
Born: 1815

in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

James Edward

Pridmore
1817 - 1889

Born: 1817

in Water Newton,
Huntingdonshire

Thomas
Pridmore

1819 - 1881
Born: 1819

in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

Mary Ann

Pridmore
1821 - 1895

Born: 1821

in Water Newton,
Huntingdonshire

Augustus
Pridmore

1823 - 1888

Born: 1823
in Water Newton,
Huntingdonshire

Richard Cox

Pridmore

1825 - 1852

Born: 1825
in Elton,  Huntingdonshire

Hugh
Pridmore

1827 - 1894

Born: 1827
in Elton,  Huntingdonshire

Sarah
Pridmore

1831 -

Born: 1831
in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

George
Pridmore

1834 -

Born: 1834

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

 

HUGH 
PRIDMORE 
(1784 - 1858) 

 

Hugh was baptised at St Mary’s Church, Morcott on 22 December 

1782. He was the fourth child and second son of Hugh and 

Katherine.  

Hugh married Elizabeth presumably before their first child, 

Jonathan, was born in 1812. A search was carried out for their 

marriage but no probable match has been found. Another 

researcher found a marriage between a Hugh Pridmore and an 

Elizabeth Marriott at Arnesby in Leicestershire. This was ruled out 

after a check was made on the Arnesby parish registers and it was 

found that both were from the parish of Arnesby. A further 

complication is that there was another Hugh Pridmore of a similar 

age who had been born in Morcott who married an Elizabeth 

Pretty in 1811. They subsequently had children in Morcott so this 

possibility was also ruled out.  

Hugh and Elizabeth had eleven children, nine boys and two girls. 

The first seven children were born between 1812 and 1823 in 

Water Newton which is fourteen miles from Morcott in 

Cambridgeshire and five miles from Peterborough. Jonathan was 

born in 1812 followed by William (1814), Edward (1815), James 

(1817), Thomas (1819), Mary Ann (1821) and Augustus (1823). 

Thomas’s occupation was given as labourer between 1812 and 

1819 and then as a miller in 1821 and 1823. 
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The family had moved seven miles away to Elton in Huntingdonshire by the time their next two 

children were baptised. Richard Cox was born in 1825 and Hugh was born in 1827. They were both 

baptised at All Saints Church. Hugh senior was described as a labourer at both baptisms. 

     

Water Newton – showing the 

lock (opposite) and the water 

mill on the River Nene (below) 

Water Newton was a fortified Roman 

town called Durobrivae. The Water 

Newton treasure, a hoard of fourth 

century Roman silver, was found 

there during ploughing in 1975. It is 

now in the British Museum in 

London with replicas at 

Peterborough. 

Village Green, Elton River Nene and mill at Elton 
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Hugh and Elizabeth had moved to Market Deeping near Stamford by 1831 and their last two 

children were born there. Sarah was born in 1831 and George was born in 1834. Hugh (67) and 

Elizabeth (62) were living in Glinton near Peterborough with their son, Jonathan, at the 1851 

census. Hugh was described on the census as a retired miller. Elizabeth died in 1855 aged 66 and 

Hugh died in 1858 aged 75. There was a notice in the Lincoln, Rutland and Stamford Mercury on 

Friday 3 December 1858 that:- 

 

“ DIED 

At Glinton on the 23rd ult. (November) at the residence of his son, Mr H Pridmore, miller, late of Market Deeping, 

aged 75” 

 

Children of Hugh and Elizabeth 

 

Jonathan Pridmore (1812 – 1870) 

Jonathan

Pridmore
1812 - 1870

Born: 1812

in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

Occupation: 1861

Grocer and farmer

Sarah

Ogden
1805 - 1869

Born: 1805

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Married: 1839

in Peterborough

Registration District

James Edward

Pridmore

1842 - 1889
Born: 1842

in Glinton,

Northamptonshire

Elizabeth Ogden

Pridmore

1844 -
Born: 1844

in Glinton,

Northamptonshire

Occupation: 1861

Housemaid

William Ogden

Pridmore

1847 -
Born: 1847

in Glinton,

Northamptonshire

Occupation: 1891

Grocer, farmer and miller

George

Pridmore

1850 -
Born: 1850

in Glinton,

Northamptonshire

 

 

Jonathan was the eldest of Hugh and Elizabeth’s eleven children. He married Sarah Ogden who was 

seven years his senior in 1839. They were living with Sarah’s parents, James and Elizabeth Ogden, at 

Glinton in Northamptonshire (now Cambridgeshire) at the 1841 census. Jonathan was a butcher and 

his father-in-law was a grocer. In 1851 Jonathan was still a butcher but was also farming 40 acres. 

His parents, Hugh and Elizabeth, were living with him and Sarah as were his sister, Mary Ann (29), 

and brother, Hugh (24). 
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 Jonathan and Sarah had two children, William Ogden (3) and George (1) living with them when the 

census was taken. They also had two other children who were away when the census was taken. 

James Edward (9) was visiting his uncle, James Ogden, who was a grocer and draper at Pinchbeck in 

Lincolnshire. Their only daughter, Elizabeth Ogden Pridmore, was born in 1844. She was not found 

on the 1851 Census. Elizabeth was living at home in 1861 when she was a housemaid.  

 

Sarah died in 1869 aged 64 and Jonathan died the following year aged 58. 

 

William Pridmore (1814 – 1895) 

William

Pridmore
1814 - 1895

Born: 1814

in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

Occupation: 1851

Victualler

Sarah

Moore
1818 - 1894

Born: 1818

in Oakley,

Northamptonshire

Married: 10 Apr 1839

in Great Oakley,

Northamptonshire

Sarah Ann

Pridmore

1840 -
Born: 1840

in Shenley,

Buckinghamshire

Mary Elizabeth

Pridmore

1844 -
Born: 1844

in Shenley,

Buckinghamshire

John

Pridmore

1846 -
Born: 1846

in Shenley,

Buckinghamshire

Emma

Pridmore

1848 -
Born: 1848

in Stony Stratford,

Buckinghamshire

James

Pridmore

1851 -
Born: 1851

in Stony Stratford,

Buckinghamshire

Occupation: 1881

Miller (journeyman)

Rebecca

Pridmore

1854 -
Born: 1854

in Deeping, Lincolnshire

George

Pridmore

1857 -
Born: 1857

in Deeping, Lincolnshire

Occupation: 1881

Miller (journeyman)

 

  

William married Sarah Moore on 10 April 1839 at Great Oakley in Northamptonshire. They were 

living in Great Oakley in 1841 with their daughter, Sarah Ann (2) and a servant. 

 

In 1851 William was a victualler in the High Street at Pottersbury, Northamptonshire. He and Sarah 

had four children; Sarah Ann (10), Mary (6), John (4) and Emma (2). The family had moved to 

Market Deeping near Stamford by 1861 and they had three further children. James was nine years 

old, Rebeccca was six and George was three. William was farming 40 acres and was being helped by 

his brother, Hugh (33) and probably by his son, John (14). 

 

William (55) had become a gamekeeper by 1871 and he and Sarah were living in the Keeper’s 

Cottage at Clipsham. He was probably working for the Davenport-Handley company who lived at 

Clipsham Hall. They had moved to Barrow on Soar in Leicestershire by 1881. William (67) was a 

Master Miller. Their sons, James (29) and George (24), who were journeyman millers were living 
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with William and Sarah. The family was on the move again and in 1891 they were living at Sysonby 

near Melton Mowbray. William (77) was a grazier. His son, James (39) was a grazier and miller. He 

was a widower with a six year old son, Charles. Their daughter, Mary Elizabeth (46), was also living 

with them. She had not married and was probably looking after Charles. Sarah died in 1894 aged 77 

and William died the following year aged 81. 

 

Edward Pridmore (1815 – 1896) 

Edward

Pridmore

1815 - 1896

Born: 1815

in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

Occupation:

Miller

Elizabeth

Skellett

1817 - 1877

Born: 1817

in Casterton, Rutland

Married: 1844

in Stamford Registration

District

Alfred
Pridmore

1844 -

Born: 1844

in Titchmarsh,

Northamptonshire

George
Pridmore

1845 -

Born: 1845

in Titchmarsh,

Northamptonshire

Charles
Pridmore

1848 -

Born: 1848

in Titchmarsh,

Northamptonshire

Ellen
Pridmore

1850 -

Born: 1850

in Titchmarsh,

Northamptonshire

Edward
Pridmore

1852 -

Born: 1852

in Titchmarsh,

Northamptonshire

 

 

Edward was a journeyman miller working at Tinwell Mills, Tinwell, Rutland in 1841. He married 

Elizabeth Skellett in 1844. They were living in Titchmarsh, Thrapston, Northamptonshire in 1851 

and had four children; Alfred (7) George (5), Charles (2) and Ellen (1). All the children had been 

born in Titchmarsh. Edward continued to be a (corn) miller which was his occupation throughout 

his life. Their last child, Edward, was born in Titchmarsh in 1852. The family was living at 

Titchmarsh Mills in 1861. 

 

Elizabeth died in 1877 aged 59 and, at the 1881 and 1891 censuses, William had his unmarried 

daughter, Ellen, as his housekeeper. William died in Titchmarsh in 1896 aged 81. 
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James Edward Pridmore (1817 – 1889) 

James Edward

Pridmore
1817 - 1889

Born: 1817
in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire
Occupation: 1851

Baker

Lucy

Davison
1824 -

Born: 1824
in Wadenhoe,

Northamptonshire
Married: 1846

in Thrapston Registration
District

Occupation: 1891
Baker

 

 

 

 

Thomas Pridmore (1819 – 1881) 

Thomas

Pridmore

1819 - 1881

Born: 1819

in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

Occupation: 1861

Publican

Alice

Savage

1817 - 1884

Born: 1817

in Deeping Gate,

Northamptonshire

Married: 14 Apr 1846

in St Guthrics Church,

Market Deeping

Occupation: 1881

Innkeeper, the King's

Head, Market Deeping

Martha

Pridmore

1847 -

Born: 1847

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Mary Elizabeth

Pridmore

1848 -

Born: 1848

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Emma

Pridmore

1851 -

Born: 1851

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Susannah

Pridmore

1852 -

Born: 1852

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Fanny

Pridmore

1853 -

Born: 1853

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Occupation: 1871

Dressmaker

Sophia

Pridmore

1855 -

Born: 1855

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

John Thomas

Pridmore

1857 -

Born: 1857

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Occupation: 1881

Cattle dealer

George

Pridmore

1859 -

Born: 1859

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Robert

Pridmore

1865 -

Born: 1865

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

William

Pridmore

1867 -

Born: 1867

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

 

 

Thomas married Alice Savage at St Guthric’s Church, Market Deeping on 14 April 1846. Alice had 

been born in Deeping Gate. Thomas was a publican in the Market Square, Market Deeping in 1851. 

He and Alice had three children, Martha (3), Mary Elizabeth (2) and Emma (5 months). They had a 

servant and two lodgers. They were licensees at the inn in 1861 and in 1871 when the name of the 

inn “The King’s Head” was given. They now had ten children. The first six children were all girls 

and the last four were all boys. Thomas was then a cattle dealer as well as a publican. 

 

Thomas died early in 1881 aged 61. Alice had taken over as publican of the King’s Head at the 1881 

census. Her sons, John (23) and William (13) were cattle dealers. Shedied in 1884 aged 67. 

James married Lucy Davison in Wadenhoe, 

Northamptonshire in 1846. In 1851 they were 

living at Aldwinkle, Thrapston where James 

was a baker. Lucy’s eighteen year old sister 

was living with them. They continued to live in 

Aldwinkle and James was a baker until his 

death in 1889aged 70. They did not have any 

children. 



53 

 

 

Mary Ann Pridmore (1821 – 1895) 

 

Mary Ann did not marry and appears to have spent most of her life living with relatives either 

earning an independent living or helping them with their work. 

 

 In 1851 Mary Ann (29) was living with her brother, Jonathan, and his family and their brother, 

Hugh, in Glinton (between Peterborough and Market Deeping). She was still living with Jonathan 

and his family in 1861 and was a straw bonnet maker. In 1871 she was living with a nephew, 

William, in Glinton and continued to be a bonnet maker. No comment was made about her mental 

state. However, the following report in the Lincoln, Rutland and Stamford Mercury of 3 November 

1871 about a meeting of the Peterborough Union Workhouse may refer to her:- 

 

“ A letter was read from Messrs Gates and Percival, solicitors, asking the Guardians for their consent to Mary Ann 

Pridmore, an inmate of Northampton Asylum, being charged as a pauper lunatic; all her property was exhausted 

except a piece of land at Glinton, the rent of which would be applied to her maintenance. The matter was ordered to 

stand over for further enquiries to be made.” 

 

She (now 59) was living with William (described as a miller, baker and farmer) in 1881 and was an 

assistant baker so was helping her nephew. In 1891 Mary Ann was still living with her nephew. No 

occupation was given. Mary Ann died in 1895 aged 74. 

 

Augustus Pridmore (1823 – 1888) 

Augustus

Pridmore

1823 - 1888

Born: 1823

in Water Newton,

Huntingdonshire

Occupation: 1861

Wheelwright

Elizabeth

Cottingham

1828 -

Born: 1828

in Maxey,

Northamptonshire

Married: 29 Sep 1846

in Maxey,

Northamptonshire

George

Pridmore

1848 -

Born: 1848

in Barton on Humber,

Lincolnshire

Mary Ann

Pridmore

1851 -

Born: 1851

in Northamptonshire

John

Pridmore

1854 -

Born: 1854

in Islington, Middlesex

Edwin

Pridmore

1863 -

Born: 1863

in Islington, Middlesex

Occupation: 1881

Clerk

Augustus

Pridmore

1870 -

Born: 1870

in Islington, Middlesex

Occupation: 1891

Plumber's assistant

George Henry

Pridmore

1872 -

Born: 1872

in Islington, Middlesex

Occupation: 1891

Letter sorter,  Post Office
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Augustin had been a common name in the Pridmore family but this was the first Augustus. He 

married Elizabeth Cottingham in Maxey on 29 September 1846. They were living with Elizabeth’s 

parents, William and Elizabeth Cottingham, at the 1851 census. Augustus was a carpenter. They had 

one son, George (aged 2) who had been born in Barton on Humber, Lincolnshire. The family was 

living in Islington, London in 1861 where Augustus was a wheelwright. There were two more 

children, Mary Ann (9), who was probably named after Augustus’s sister and John (6). Augustus had 

changed his occupation again by 1881 and was a blacksmith. There were two more children in the 

family, Edwin (7) and Augustus (11 months). Augustus was also a smith in 1881. Their sixth and last 

child, George Henry, had been born in 1872.  

 

Augustus died in 1888 aged 64. 

 

Hugh Pridmore (1827 – 1894) 

 

In 1851 Hugh (aged 27) was living with his brother, Jonathan, in Glinton and helping on the farm. 

He was working on the farm of another brother, William, in Glinton in 1861 and was still living with 

William in 1871 when he was described as an annuitant. A comment was made in the census record 

that he was an “Imbecile”. In 1881 he was living with his brother Jonathan’s son, William, in 1881. 

He was also living with William in 1891. Hugh’s sister, Mary Ann, was with him from 1871 to 1891. 

 

Hugh died in 1894 aged 66. 

 

Sarah Pridmore (born 1831) 
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Charles

Walls

1831 - 1916

Born: 1831

in Thornhaugh,

Northamptonshire

Occupation: 1880

Farmer

Sarah

Pridmore

1831 -

Born: 1831

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire

Married: 18 Oct 1850

in St Guthlacs Church,

Market Deeping

John George

Walls

1852 -

Born: 1852

in New York State,  USA

Occupation: 1880

Working on farm

William E

Walls

1853 -

Born: 1853

in New York State,  USA

Occupation: 1880

Working on farm

Elizabeth A

Walls

1857 -

Born: 1857

in New York State,  USA

Mary Jane

Walls

1860 -

Born: 1860

in New York State,  USA

 

 

Sarah was born in Market Deeping in 1831. She married Charles Walls at St Guthlac’ Church, 

Market Deeping on 18 October 1850 when she was aged eighteen or nineteen. They emigrated to 

the United States on board the “Prince Albert” which arrived in New York from London on 2 

December 1850. On the US census for 1880, they were living on their farm at Geneseo, Livingston, 

New York State. They had four children, John (28), William (27), Elizabeth (23) and Mary (20). All 

had been born in New York State. It can be seen from the age and place of birth of their children 

that Charles and Sarah had emigrated soon after their marriage. They had probably been attracted by 

the opportunity to have land of their own. John and William were working on the farm.  

 

Sarah and Charles were still farming at Geneseo at the 1900 Census and they had recently celebrated 

their Golden Wedding. At the 1910 Census Charles (79) was a widower living with his son, George, 

daughter in law, Margaret, and family. George was a farmer and had probably taking over running it 

from his father. 

George Pridmore (born 1834) 

George

Pridmore
1834 -

Born: 1834

in Market Deeping,

Lincolnshire
Occupation: 1880

Hotel Keeper

Lucinda

Salsie
1842 -

Born: 1842

in New York State, USA

Sarah

Pridmore
1861 -

Born: 1861
in New York State, USA

Mary

Pridmore
1864 -

Born: 1864
in New York State, USA
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George was the youngest of Hugh and Elizabeth’s eleven children and twenty two years younger 

than his eldest brother, Jonathan. He emigrated to the United States and married Lucinda Salsie 

(surname assumed from her mother’s surname at the 1880 Census although it is possible that 

Lucinda’s father had died and that her mother had married again). At the 1860 Census George and 

Lucinda were living in Conesus, Livingston, New York State. Conesus is very close to Geneseo 

where George’s sister, Sarah, and her husband, Charles Wallis were living. It is likely that he 

emigrated at around the same time as them as he could not be found on the England and Wales 

Census for 1851. Lucinda must have married young. She was eighteen at the 1860 census and 

George was eight years older at twenty six. 

 

George continued to be a hotel keeper in Conesus in 1880 and he had two children, Sarah (19) who 

was probably named after his sister and Mary (16). Both had been born in New York State. 

Lucinda’s mother, Mary Salsie (64), who was a widow was also living with them. Lucinda was a 

widow by 1900 when she was living in Geneseo with her daughter, Mary, and son in law, Thomas 

Allen, who had been born in Ireland. In 1910 she was boarding with a couple in Geneseo and in 

1920 she (now aged 79) was living with her other daughter, Sarah, and her son in law, John 

Finnegan, who also had been born in Ireland.  

 

Millers 

Several Pridmores were millers. At the turn of the fourteenth century, it has been estimated that 

there were approximately ten to fifteen thousand mills in England alone, with there being around 

two watermills for every windmill.  Mills were essential to the survival of a community, with the 

flour ground at mills being used to bake bread; a key staple of the British diet. 

Due to the importance of mills during the Middle Ages, work as a skilled miller or a millwright was 

likely to involve long hours and gruelling physical labour. From around the eighteenth century, it 

had become more efficient for the miller to live at the mill rather than walk in from the nearby 

village as was usually the case previously. This led to the building of mill houses attached to the 

mills, where the miller and his family lived.  



57 

 

Millers had to be physically capable of working and maintaining the mill with the expertise and 

experience to be able to repair the mill whilst having the business acumen to produce at least a living 

wage for themselves and their families. The term of the formal apprenticeship for a miller was seven 

years. The process of progressing from an apprentice, to a journeyman miller, to a master of the 

milling craft, was designed to instil in the trainee the skills that would be vital to a successful 

professional miller. Being instilled with good business sense and financial proficiency was essential 

as milling was a dangerous and unpredictable trade. Volatile weather conditions and price 

fluctuations (of corn and bread) ran alongside the risks of storm and fire damage, to make the 

physical and financial risks to the mill and the miller substantial. Competition between individual 

millers could also be fierce.  

Milling was a dynamic profession; millers often had to respond and adapt to changes in the market, 

or face ruin. The Corn Laws, which were enacted in 1815, fixed the price of British corn in order to 

protect British corn producers from foreign imports. They were repealed in 1846.  The Industrial 

Revolution was the other major happening that impacted on milling in the eighteenth century.  

It ushered in the age of steam, which resulted in powerful steam mills and more efficient 

transportation made possible by rail. These changes, however, also led to the demise of many lesser, 

local mills, which could not compete with the potency of massive steam powered industrial mills; 

whilst the improved transportation offered by steam railways also increased competition, especially 

from competitively priced foreign imports.  

Alongside these far-reaching and fundamental changes to the process of milling, millers also had to 

modify their practices in order to satisfy the changing demands and tastes of their customers. In the 

early eighteenth century the demand for white bread grew dramatically as it became fashionable. 

This forced mill owners and millwrights to either make significant adaptations to the gearing of their 

mills or to adopt foreign millstones.  

Although usually associated with grinding meal to make flour, mills have been used for many tasks 

besides corn milling. These other uses include crushing oil seed for oil extraction, crushing materials 

for pottery and paint manufacture, processing organic materials, paper making and supplying water.  
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THE CHANGING FACE OF 

BRITAIN 

 (1837 - 1901)     

 

 

 

 

 

The Charge of the Light Brigade at the Battle of Balaclava in 1854 during the 

Crimean War. The British Light Cavalry were wrongly given the order to charge 

the Russian guns. They bravely did so and most lost their lives. The Charge is 

commemorated in a famous poem by Alfred, Lord Tennyson. 
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The Changing Face of Britain (1837 – 1901) 
 

Timeline 

 

 1837 – Queen Victoria was crowned after the death of her uncle, William IV. 

 1838 – The railway building boom started with the opening of the London to 

Birmingham line. 

 1840 – There was a uniform rate for postage introduced with the start of the Penny Post. 

 1845 – The Irish potato famine started. It is estimated that at least a million people died 

and a further million emigrated to Britain and America over the next five years. 

 1851 – The Great Exhibition, planned by Prince Albert, showcased British industry and 

achievement to the world at the Crystal Palace. 

 1854 – The Crimean War began with Britain, France and Turkey fighting against the 

Russians. The Charge of the Light Brigade took place at Balacalava. 

 1857 – The Indian Mutiny took place and was followed by Britain taking over the rule of 

India from the East India Company. 

 1859  - Charles Darwin’s “Origin of the Species” was published. 

 1869 – The Anglo-French Suez Canal was opened, drastically shortening the journey to 

India and the Far East. 

 1872 – Secret ballots were introduced for parliamentary elections. 

 1880 – Education became compulsory for the Under 10s. 

 1883 – The Married Woman’s Property Act allowed married women to own their own 

property independently of their husbands. 

 1897 – Marconi was awarded a patent for radio communication. 

 1901 - Queen Victoria died. 
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RICHARD COX PRIDMORE 
(1825 - 1852) 

 
 

Richard Cox

Pridmore
1825 - 1852

Born: 1825

in Elton, Huntingdonshire

Occupation: 1851

Porter

Rebecca Smith

Popple
1827 - 1851

Born: 1827

in Maxey,

Northamptonshire

Married: 04 Apr 1848

in St Michael's Church,

Stamford

George Henry

Pridmore

1850 -
Born: 1850

in Stamford, Lincolnshire

Occupation:

Corporal of Horse, 2nd

Lifeguards

Elizabeth

Lucas

1851 - 1909
Born: 1851

in Bath, Somerset

Married: 21 Nov 1871

in St Mark's Church,

Lyncombe, Somerset

 
 

Richard was born at Elton in Huntingdonshire in 1825. He was the eighth of Hugh and Elizabeth’s 

eleven children.  

   

 

 

Richard married Rebecca Smith Popple on 4 April 1848 at St Michael’s Church, Stamford. They had 

one child, George Henry, who was baptised on 11 August 1850 at St George’s Church, Stamford. 

He was nine months old at the 1851 Census so was born in about July 1850. 

 

Elton main street (left) and village green (right) 
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Richard was found guilty at Stamford Quarter Sessions on 12 October 1850 (reported in the 

Lincoln, Rutland and Stamford Mercury on 18 October 1850) of stealing a quantity of wine bottles, 

a quart of gin, a quart of brandy, a quart of port wine and a quart of rum from his employers, 

Daffron and Walker, wine and spirit merchants of Red Lion Square, Stamford. He was employed as 

a porter and cellar man. Richard was sentenced to six months hard labour. His full name of Richard 

Cox Pridmore was not given but the age given in the Lincoln, Rutland and Stamford Mercury (25), 

his occupation of porter in the 1851 Census and the reporting that his wife was nearing confinement 

when their house in Welland Street was searched on 21 July, all fit. The sentence may seem harsh 

but this was a time when people were transported to Australia for theft of items of little value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard had been released from prison and the family was living in Lumby’s Court, Stamford when 

the 1851 Census was taken on 30 March 1851. He was a porter. On 7 April within just a few days of 

the census, Rebecca had died at the age of 24. Her death certificate (Appendix 9) gave the cause of 

death as pulmonary consumption which it is thought that she had for six months, and exhaustion 

presumably linked to the consumption. Rebecca was living at Lumby’s Court in Stamford. 

 The informant was Mary Hunt who was present when she died. Rebecca was buried on 10 April at 

St Michael’s Church, Stamford where she married just three years before. In another eighteen 

months, George Henry had also lost his father and so was an orphan when only two years old. 

St Michael’s Church, Stamford 
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Richard died on 30 November 1852 at Burghley Court, Stamford and was buried at St Michael’s 

Church, Stamford on 5 December. He was 27 years old.  Jane Downs who was present at his death 

informed the Registrar. She would have put herself at risk as had Mary Hunt when Rebecca died as 

consumption is highly contagious. 

 

 The cause of Richard’s death (see Appendix 10) was given as haemoptysis – coughing up blood 

from the lungs. This was often linked to consumption or tuberculosis which was a major killer then 

and extremely infectious. It is thought that up to a quarter of people in Europe died from 

consumption at the time and it was a major killer in Britain until effective medicines were developed 

in the 1940s. However, it is said that 3 million people a year still die from the disease mainly in less 

developed countries. Consumption is highly contagious and when caught can lie dormant in the 

body for months or even years before becoming activated if the immune system is weakened.   
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GEORGE HENRY PRIDMORE 
(1850 - 1910) 

 

 

Elizabeth

Lucas

1851 - 1909

Born: 1851

in Bath, Somerset

George Henry

Pridmore

1850 - 1910

Born: Sep 1850

in Stamford, Lincolnshire

Married: 21 Nov 1871

in St Mark's Church,

Lyncombe, Somerset

Occupation:

Corporal of Horse, 2nd

Lifeguards

William George

Pridmore

1873 - 1938

Born: 28 Feb 1873

in Windsor, Berkshire

Occupation:

Guardsman, Second

Lifeguards

Ellen

Bond

1868 - 1963

Born: 1868

in Aldenham,

Hertfordshire

Married: 22 Sep 1898

in Registry Office, St

Pancras

Herbert Eugene

Pridmore

1874 - 1966

Born: 24 Dec 1874

in Windsor, Berkshire

Occupation:

Corporal of Horse, 2nd

Lifeguards (Trumpeter)

Maude Louisa

Clarke

1876 - 1968

Born: 1876

in Clapham, Surrey

Married: 26 Sep 1901

in St John's Church,

Blackheath

Kate

Pridmore

1877 - 1893

Born: 1877

in Windsor, Berkshire

 

 

George Henry was looked after by his grandmother, Rebecca Popple, after his parents died when he 

was two years old. In 1861 George (10) and Rebecca (55) were living at Brooks Court, Stamford. 

Rebecca was a laundress. Rebecca’s son, Thomas Popple (29), and his family were living next door. 

Thomas was a stone mason. 

 

At the 1871 Census Rebecca (65) was still living at Brooks Court but was now living alone. She died 

in 1873 aged 67. George had enlisted with the 2nd Life Guards at Windsor Barracks on 22 September 

1870. He was twenty years old. The Life Guards later became part of the Household Cavalry. 

 

George served in England until 1882 as Britain was not involved in any major foreign conflicts. He 

married Elizabeth Lucas on 21 November 1871 in St Mark’s Church, Lyncombe, Somerset. George 

was twenty one and Elizabeth was twenty. In 1881 they were lodging at 190 Albany Street, St 

Pancras with Joseph Precious, a coffee house keeper. George was described as a soldier in the 2nd 

Life Guards. They were shown to have four children, Linda (13), William (8), Herbert (6) and Kate 

(4). Linda had been born in Bath in 1867 when Elizabeth was sixteen years old so must have been 
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illegitimate and took her step father’s name when her mother married. Linda Pridmore was a maid 

for Walter Boden, a lace manufacturer, in Derby in 1891.  

 

George saw action for the first time in the Egyptian Campaign of 1882. Britain sent an army of 

20,000 men including six cavalry regiments under the command of Sir Garnett Wolseley to quell an 

uprising by Ali Pasha against the Khedive, the ruler of Egypt. It is thought that the action was taken 

to protect British control of the Suez Canal. This was important because using the recently opened 

canal avoided the need for shipping to go the long route round the Cape of Good Hope in South 

Africa to India and other British colonies. 

 

 

 

 

 

The key event in the Egyptian Campaign was the Battle of Tel El Kebir which took place on 13 

September. Wolseley decided to march at night and attack in moonlight after reconnaissance found 

that Ali Pasha’s army did not man their outposts at night. The result was an overwhelming victory 

with the enemy losing about two thousand dead against only 57 in the British force.  

Following the battle the cavalry division secured Cairo on 14th September 1882 and accepted the 

surrender of Arabi. On 25th September 1882 the Khedive re-entered his capital escorted by British 

and Indian troops. George won a medal and bronze star for his part in the campaign. The bronze 

star was awarded by the Khedive of Egypt. It was considered to be a very efficient and successful 

campaign. George was away from England for less than three months. 

The Moonlight charge by the Household Cavalry at Kassassin 

before the Battle of Tel El Kebir. Illustration by Harry Payne. 
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In 1889 George was promoted to Lance Corporal and in 1891 he was promoted to Corporal. At the 

1891 Census, George, Elizabeth and Kate were living at the Hyde Park Barracks. Tragedy struck the 

family when Kate died in 1893 at the age of sixteen. 

 

 

 

 

George was promoted to Corporal of Horse in 1894. He was discharged at his own request on 31 

August 1900 after twenty nine years service. He had been awarded a silver medal for Long Service 

Good Conduct.  

 

His discharge papers (extract at Appendix 11) show that he was six foot two inches tall at the time 

and had a forty one inch chest. He was exceptionally tall and well built for the time when the 

average height for soldiers born in the mid-eighteenth century was less than five foot eight inches.  

George had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and dark brown hair.  His conduct during his army career 

was said to have been “Exemplary. A thoroughly honest and trustworthy Non –Commissioned 

Officer” and “steady and sober”.  

 

The Roll of Honour for the Yeoman of the Guard for 1908 shows that George was enrolled in the 

Yeoman of the Guard in 1900 after he retired from the army. He was in the second of four divisions 

and his rank was “yeoman”. The Yeoman of the Guard (popularly known as Beefeaters) was formed 

by Henry VII for his coronation. He had defeated Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 

1485 which ended the Wars of the Roses. They were formed as a bodyguard to protect Henry VII 

Hyde Park Barracks 
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and made their first appearance at his coronation. The Yeoman of the Guard’s duties as the Royal 

Bodyguard are now largely ceremonial at coronations, and royal funerals. In times past Yeoman 

Warders at the Tower of London guarded prisoners who were often imprisoned awaiting execution. 

The Warders are on the same footing as sergeant-majors in the army, and their discipline is 

maintained in the same way as that of non-commissioned officers serving with their regiments. Their 

main duties at the Tower of London are now largely ceremonial including guiding tours. 

 

                         

 

At the 1901 Census George and Elizabeth were living at 53 Harrington Street, St Pancras. George 

was now described as an army pensioner. Elizabeth died on 21 October 1909 at 22 Harrington 

Street. She left £194 (worth £11, 000 now). Administration was granted to George who only 

outlived his wife by a few months.  

 

George died on 7 March 1910 at University College Hospital. He had been living at 26 Rutland St, St 

Pancras. Administration of his estate was granted to his son, Herbert Eugene Pridmore, soldier. 

George left £345 which is equivalent to £20, 000 now. 

 

Children of George and Elizabeth 

Herbert Eugene Pridmore (1874 – 1966) 

The Yeomen of the Guard in 

procession to the annual 

service of the Order of the 

Garter at Windsor Castle. 
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Herbert Eugene

Pridmore

1874 - 1966
Born: 24 Dec 1874

in Windsor, Berkshire

Occupation:
Corporal of Horse,  2nd

Lifeguards (Trumpeter)

Maude Louisa

Clarke

1876 - 1968
Born: 1876

in Clapham, Surrey

Married: 26 Sep 1901
in St John's Church,

Blackheath

Herbert George

Pridmore
1902 -

Born: 1902

in Windsor, Berkshire

Amy B I

White
Married: 1927

in Windsor Registration

District

Edna Maude

Pridmore
1904 -

Born: 1904

in St George Hanover
Square Registration

District

George W R

Godfrey
Married: 1929

in Wandsworth

Registration District

Cyril

Pridmore
1908 -

Born: 1908

in Windsor, Berkshire

Katie W

Aldridge
Married: 1930

in Wandsworth

Registration District

 

 

Herbert was the second of George and Elizabeth’s three children. He was born on Christmas Eve 

1874 at Windsor. His father was serving in the army at Windsor Barracks. As soon as he was 

fourteen years old Herbert followed his father into the 2nd Lifeguards. He enlisted at Windsor and 

had a physical examination which showed that he was just over five foot tall, weighed 91 lbs (six and 

a half stone) had light brown hair, grey eyes and a fresh complexion. 

 

At the 1891 census Herbert was a boy trooper at the Hyde Park Barracks where his father was also 

serving. In 1901 he was a musician based at the Regents Park Barracks in Albany Street. His army 

service record showed that he had attended the School of Music at Kneller Hall in 1890. On 26 

September 1901 Herbert married Maude Louisa Clarke at St John’s Church, Blackheath. He was 

stationed at the Hyde Park Barracks in 1911. His family was also living at the Barracks. George and 

Maude had three children, Herbert George (8), Edna Maude (6) and Cyril (2). 

 

Herbert was promoted to Corporal in 1908 and then to Corporal of Horse (Trumpeter) in February 

1912. He was discharged from the army at the Regent Park Barracks in 1913 after twenty five years 

service, all of it in England. His intended place of residence after discharge was the Duke of York’s 

Royal Military School, Dover where he was presumably employed on the school staff.  The school 

had moved from Chelsea to Dover in 1909 and was originally an orphanage for children of soldiers 

killed in battle. It was the first co-educational boarding school in the United Kingdom. 
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Herbert died in the Ashford Registration District in Kent in 1966 aged 91 and Maude died in 1968 

aged 92 in the Sutton Registration District, Surrey. 

 

The Life Guards 

The Life Guards is the senior Regiment in the British Army. It can trace its origins back to shortly 

before the Restoration of King Charles II from his exile in Europe in 1660. They originated from 

the four troops of Horse Guards raised by Charles II plus two troops of Horse Grenadier Guards 

which were raised some years later. 

They first saw action at the Battle of Sedgemoor in 1685 but their first battle honour was the Battle 

of Dettingen in 1743 which was the last time that the British Army had been led into battle by the 

reigning monarch (George II) 

After changes to the Army in 1788 the 1st & 2nd Life Guards Regiments were formed from their 

predecessors, the Horse Grenadier Guards & four Troops of the Kings Horse Guards. This period 

also saw the origins of today's ceremonial uniform. 

The Life Guards formed part of the Household Brigade that charged the French Cuirassiers saving 

the British forces from being overrun at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. After the death of George 

III in 1820, the Blues also joined the 1st & 2nd Life Guards as the third regiment of the Household 

Cavalry Regiment. 

Life Guards trumpeter 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troop
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_Guards_Regiment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse_Grenadier_Guards
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It was not until 1882 that the Life Guards served overseas again when they took part in the Egyptian 

campaign in which George Henry Pridmore fought. As part of the Composite Household Cavalry 

Regiment, they took part in the moonlight charge at Kassassin and on September 15 they took part 

in the highly successful action at Tel-El-Kebir.  

During World War One, the Regiment saw action at Mons, Le Château, Ypres, Loos, and 

Zandvoorde where two complete squadrons were wiped out. They spent much time in the trenches 

and also fought at Arras, The Somme and Cambrai. In the later part of the war they became 

specialists with machine guns. 

Further changes to the organisation of the regiment came in 1922 when the 1st and 2nd Life Guards 

were amalgamated to become `The Life Guards (1st & 2nd)` then in 1928 to `The Life Guards`. 

  

The start of the Second World War saw the Life Guards contribute men to the 1st Household 

Cavalry Regiment (1HCR) which was sent to the Middle East. Their horses were later replaced by 

trucks. The 2nd Household Cavalry Regiment (2HCR) was formed and given armoured cars as were 

1HCR. 1HCR took part in the Battle of El Alamein, then in the Italian campaign in 1944. 2HCR 

landed at Normandy in July 1944 as an armoured car regiment and spearheaded the Guards 

Armoured Brigade advance through France to liberate Brussels. They reached the bridge at 

Nijmegan and Arnhem soon after. After World War II, the Regiment saw service in Egypt's Canal 

Zone, Aden, Oman, in Cyprus, Malaya, Singapore and Borneo.  

Lifeguards at Horse 

Guards Parade in London 
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1969 saw the amalgamation of the Royal Horse Guards (the Blues) and the Royal Dragoons to 

become the Blues & Royals. The Royals then became part of the Household Cavalry Regiment. 

Since the early seventies, the Regiment has done several tours of Northern Ireland and a number in 

Cyprus as United Nations Forces. The entire Regiment deployed to the Gulf in 1990, finishing up 

on the Kuwait City Basra highway. During the Defence Review in 1991, the Regiment was reduced 

to two reconnaissance squadrons based at Windsor with the Blues and Royals, and one squadron at 

Hyde Park to cover ceremonial duties. The Regiment has more recently had two squadrons on 

operational duties in Bosnia with the United Nations.  

The reigning monarch is the Colonel-in-Chief. 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF BRITAIN 

 (1901 - 1945)     

 

 

 

 

Flappers during the “Roaring Twenties”. There was a period of prosperity after the 

end of the First World War with a celebration of the joys of life epitomised by the 

flappers. This ended with the Wall Street Crash in 1929 leading to an economic 

depression in America and Europe leading up to the Second World War. 
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The Changing Face of Britain (1901 – 1945) 

 
 

Timeline 

 1901 - Queen Victoria died on 22 January 1901 after a reign of 63 years. Edward VII came 

to the throne. 

 1901 – The census showed that the population of England and Wales had almost 

quadrupled in the last hundred years increasing from 8.9 million to 32.5 million. 

 1902 – The Second Boer War ended. 

 1903 – The Wright brothers in America were the first to fly a plane. 

 1908 - The foundations of the welfare state were laid by the Liberal Government with the 

introduction of Old Age Pensions at the age of 70 in 1908.  

 1909 – Louis Bleriot crossed the English Channel by plane. 

 1914 – World War I started between Britain, France and Russia on one side and Germany 

and Austria on the other. 

 1916 – The Easter Uprising against British rule took place in Dublin. 

 1918 – World War I finished on 11 November (now Remembrance Day). Nine million 

people had died, 

 1918 – There was a worldwide influenza epidemic leaving fifty million dead. 

 1921 - An Anglo-Irish Peace Treaty was signed in 1921 setting up the Irish Free State in 

Southern Ireland but the six counties of Ulster remained part of the United Kingdom. 

 1926 – There was a General Strike in support of resistance by coal miners to a cut in their 

wages. 

 1928 – All women over the age of twenty one were given the vote after years of campaigning 

and civil disobedience by the Women’s Suffrage Movement. 

 1929 – The crash of the Wall Street Stock Market in New York led to the Great Depression. 
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 1933 – The Nazis came to power in Germany. 

 1939 – Britain and France declared war on Germany on 3 September after its invasion of 

Poland. 

 1941 – The United States entered the war after Japan bombed Pearl Harbour, Hawaii. 

 1944 – The Allied troops landed in Normandy on 6 June (D-Day) 

 1945 – Germany and later Japan surrendered.  
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 WILLIAM GEORGE 
PRIDMORE 
(1873 - 1938) 

 

 

William George

Pridmore

1873 - 1938

Born: 28 Feb 1873

in Windsor, Berkshire

Occupation:

Guardsman, Second

Lifeguards

Ellen

Bond

1868 - 1963

Born: 1868

in Aldenham,

Hertfordshire

Married: 22 Sep 1898

in Registry Office, St

Pancras

Stanley

Pridmore

1896 - 1976

Born: 04 Oct 1896

in Marylebone, London

Occupation: 1916

Leading telegrapher,

Royal Navy and then

inventor with Kodak

Gladys M

Dunster

Married: 1929

in Paddington

Registration District

Phyllis Kate

Pridmore

1899 -

Born: 30 Dec 1899

in Windsor, Berkshire

Cyril Augustus

Willmer

1895 - 1979

Born: 25 Dec 1895

Married: 13 Aug 1921

in St Saviour's Church,

Paddington

Linda

Pridmore

1912 -

Born: 11 Jun 1912

Leslie Arthur

Waine

1912 - 1984

Born: 22 Oct 1912

Married: 1936

in Brentford Registration

District,  Middlesex

 

 

William George was born in Windsor on 28 February 1873. He was the eldest of Henry and 

Elizabeth’s three children. William followed his father and younger brother into the 2nd Life Guards 

but not until his eighteenth birthday on 28 February 1891. At his army attestation he said that he had 

been a footman at 9 Southwick Crescent, Paddington since 1889. A footman was a general servant 

who wore uniform. His duty was to carry out small, unskilled tasks for his master and mistress. In 

large houses, the job was seen as the first step towards becoming a steward or butler. In 1891, Basil 

Pym Ellis, a public works contractor, and his family were living at 9 Southwick Crescent. They had 

seven servants including a fourteen year old boy who had probably taken over from William. 

 

The physical description at the army attestation  ( Appendix 12) gave William’s height as five foot 

seven and a half inches, his weight as 150 pounds (10 Stone ten pounds), and a chest measurement 

of thirty inches. He had a fresh complexion, dark brown eyes, and dark hair. He had a vaccination 

mark on his left arm, a small mole on his right hip and a scar on the back of his neck.  

 



75 

 

William was appointed as a trumpeter in 1894. He married Ellen Bond (some official records use 

Helen instead) on 22 September 1898. He was twenty five years old and she was twenty seven. In 

1901 they were living at 9 Sharples Hall Street, Primrose Hill. They had two children, Stanley (4) 

who had been born in Marylebone and Phillis Kate (2) who had been born at Windsor presumably 

at the barracks where William had been stationed at the time. Stanley’s birth was registered at 

Marylebone in 1896 which was two years before William and Ellen married. The birth certificate 

(see Appendix 13) gives the father as William George Pridmore, Bandsman, 2nd Life Guards. They 

were living as man and wife at 141 Great Titchfield Street when Stanley was born. 

 

Ellen was born in 1868 in Aldenham in Hertfordshire. She was the daughter of John and Susan 

Bond. John was a coachman who had been born in the hamlet of Hartley Row, Hampshire. It is the 

home of the oldest cricket club in Hampshire. This is now part of Hartley Witney. The family was 

living at 76 Weymouth Mews, Marylebone in 1881. At the 1891 Census Ellen was an under 

housemaid at 1 Mansfield Street, Marylebone. It is not clear who she was working for but the heads 

of households in several of the nearby houses were surgeons and dentists, although they were next 

door to an actress’s house. 

 

William had re-engaged in the Corps of Household Cavalry which included the Life Guards in 1903 

with a view to completing 25 years which would have been achieved in 1916. He subsequently 

decided to reduce the term to 19 years and was discharged at Hyde Park Barracks on 30 September 

1910. Shortly before that he had been awarded a Silver Medal for Long Service and Good Conduct. 

He had not served abroad and had no major medical problems although in 1894 he had been 

diagnosed with a nervous weakness which occurred during the blaring of trumpets.  In 1899 he had 

suffered a fainting fit and general weakness when marching during a Review at Aldershot. 

 

The family suffered major problems leading up to the census on 2 April 1911 and was split up 

before it was taken. William was an inmate at the St Pancras Workhouse and Infirmary, 4 Kings 

Road, Camden Town. Ellen was a patient at the Kings College Hospital and Convalescent Home, 

Hemel Hempstead. William was described on the census as “formerly army musician”. Ellen’s 

convalescent home was only a few miles away from where she was born in Aldenham, 

Hertfordshire.  
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The two children were living with relatives who had taken them in during the family crisis. Stanley 

was living with John and May Tyler, who were his uncle and aunt, at 30 Cumberland Mews, Regent 

Park. They did not have any children of their own. John was a coachman and Stanley was an 

apprentice engineer to a lathe maker. Phillis or Phyllis Kate was living with her aunt and uncle, 

Frank and Linda Elston, and their five children at 34 Ceylon Place, Eastbourne. Frank was an 

Insurance Agent. She was a year younger than one of her cousins, Constance Kate, so had a 

companion of very similar age. Less than a year after the census William and Ellen had their third 

and last child. Linda was born on 11 June 1912. 

 

William must have recovered from his illness because on 14 November 1916, at the age of 42, he re-

enlisted and was transferred to the Army Reserve. 

 

 

 

William had a series of jobs after the First World War but never settled in any for a substantial 

period of time. He died in 1938 aged 65. Ellen who was five years older than William had a very 

long life. She was cook and house keeper for a Cabinet Minister before the Second World War. 

After the war she lived for a long time with her son, Stanley, and his wife. She also spent time living 

with her daughter, Phyllis, and occasionally with her younger daughter, Linda, and in residential 

homes. She died in 1963 in the Taunton area which is where Phyllis lived. Ellen was 95 years old. 

William and Ellen Pridmore 
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Children of William and Ellen 

Stanley Pridmore (1896 – 1976) 

Stanley

Pridmore

1896 - 1976
Born: 04 Oct 1896

in Marylebone, London

Occupation: 1916
Leading telegrapher,

Royal Navy and then
inventor with Kodak

Gladys M

Dunster

Married: 1929
in Paddington

Registration District

Phyllis E
Pridmore

1930 -

Born: 1930
in Willesden Registration

District

Stanley John
Pridmore

1933 - 1956

Born: 1933
in Hendon Registration

District

Evelyn
Pridmore

1938 -

Born: 1938
in Watford Registration

District

Sylvia
Pridmore

1942 -

Born: 1942
in Watford Registration

District

Linda
Pridmore

1946 -

Born: 1946
in Watford Registration

District

Leslie
Pridmore

1948 -

Born: 1948
in Watford Registration

District  

 

Stanley was a boy sailor in the Royal Navy from 20 May 1912 when he was sixteen and trained on 

HMS Impregnable at Chatham in Kent. He signed on for twelve years on 4 October 1914 (see 

service record at Appendix 14) which was his eighteenth birthday. Britain had been at war with 

Germany and her allies since 28 July. Stanley had been serving on HMS Hindustan since August 

1913 and became a telegrapher in August 1914. HMS Hindustan was a King Edward VII Class 

battleship which was built in 1905 but quickly became obsolete with the building of HMS 

Dreadnought in 1906. The Dreadnought series battleships were far larger and more powerful. The 

Hindustan and other King VII Class battleships formed the third battle squadron and where were 

assigned to the Grand Fleet when the war started. The King Edward VII class battleships steamed at 

Ellen with her daughter, Phyllis 
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the heads of divisions to protect the more valuable Dreadnoughts from enemy mines by either 

sighting them or striking them.  

 

 

 

 

Stanley served on HMS Hindustan for two and half years until May 1916 by which time he had 

become a leading telegrapher. For the rest of the war he served on HMS Woolwich and HMS Hecla 

which were depot ships. HMS Woolwich served with destroyers out of Rosyth and took part in the 

Battle of Jutland on 31 May 1916 which was the only major naval battle of the First World War. The 

British lost more capital ships than the Germans but the fleet remained seaworthy which the 

German fleet did not. The German fleet was never in a position to put to sea again and threaten 

British naval supremacy.  

 

HMS Hecla, which was named after the volcano Hekla in Iceland, was a torpedo boat carrier/ depot 

ship which had played an important role in developing British torpedo forces. Stanley continued in 

the Royal Navy after the war until the end of his twelve year term in 1926 (references in the service 

record to HMS Pembroke refer to the shore barracks at  

Chatham, Harwich and on the Firth of Forth). This included two years at the HQ Wireless 

Telegraphy Station at Durban in South Africa where he passed his Leading Telegrapher (H.S.) 

exams. It is understood that he also served with the Royal Navy in the Second World War. 

 

Stanley married Gladys Dunster in 1927 when he was thirty two years old. They had four girls and 

two boys. Two of their daughters were named after Stanley’s sisters, Phyllis and Linda. One of their 

sons, (Stanley) John died in a motor-cycle accident at the age of 22.  

HMS Woolwich – Stanley served on 

the ship during the Battle of Jutland 
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Stanley died in 1976 in the Exeter Registration District aged 79.  

 

Phyllis Kate Pridmore ( born 1899) 

Cyril Augustus
Willmer

1895 - 1979

Born: 25 Dec 1895

Phyllis Kate
Pridmore

1899 -

Born: 30 Dec 1899

in Windsor,  Berkshire
Married: 13 Aug 1921

in St Saviour's Church,

Paddington

 

 

Phyllis’s birth was registered as Phillis. She married Cyril Augustus Willmer on 13 August 1921 when 

she was twenty one. They did not have any children and were divorced.  

 

Phyllis with her mother, Ellen 
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LINDA   PRIDMORE 
(born 1912) 

 

Linda

Pridmore
1912 -

Born: 11 Jun 1912

Leslie Arthur

Waine
1912 - 1984

Born: 22 Oct 1912

Married: 1936

in Brentford Registration
District,  Middlesex

David M

Waine

1944 -
Born: 1944

in Eton Registration

District,  Berkshire

Elizabeth A

Halls

Married: 23 Apr 1966
in Newbury Registration

District,  Berkshire

 

Linda went to a State Secondary School in Hertfordshire where she won drama awards. She was a 

keen athlete and ran the 100 yards for Middlesex Ladies. Linda loved dancing particularly when she 

was young. 

 

When she left school, Linda became a telephonist. She was working as a telephonist for Heinz when 

she met Leslie Waine who was a salesman for the company. Both shared an interest in sport. Leslie 

played rugby and golf, and boxed. They married in 1936 and lived in a block of flats in Shepherd’s 

Bush.  
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Leslie was posted to the Eighth Army as a Second Lieutenant in charge of anti-aircraft guns in the 

Second World War. He was seriously wounded at the Battle of El Alamein which was the first major 

British victory of the war and a turning point in British fortunes. Leslie took over a position on a 

Bofors Gun from one of his men who was too nervous to fight. He was hit in the hip by shrapnel 

and in the head by a bullet from a pistol early in the battle. The head injury turned out to be less 

serious than the hip injury although he lost a great deal of blood. His hip injury led to serious 

disablement which affected him for the rest of his life. He was brought back to England on a 

hospital ship after being carried on a stretcher by Italian Prisoners of War many of whom were 

intent on making his journey as painful and uncomfortable as possible. On arrival in England he was 

treated for his wounds at Netley Hospital which was a large military hospital near Southampton. He 

returned to action but in England and was posted to Hastings where he worked with RADAR 

concentrating on flying bombs targeting London.  

 

Linda was a telephonist at Euston Station during the war. The station was used by large numbers of 

servicemen starting their leave or returning to duty. She communicated information about trains to 

them through loudspeakers. Linda and Leslie’s home during the war was Windcott Court, Kenton, 

Middlesex.  

There was no escape from enemy action there as the area was frequently strafed by returning 

German planes. They protected themselves by hiding under upturned tables and a sofa. Their only 

child, David, was born on 12 June 1944 at Fulmer Chase, Buckinghamshire which was a maternity 

home for Officers’ wives. 

Linda with her son, David 
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After the war, Linda and Leslie moved out of London.  Leslie worked at a poultry farm at Purley 

near Reading where he learned the business. They later moved to Newbury where Leslie bought a 

share in a poultry farm and also did voluntary work at a school for handicapped children. He retired 

in 1971 and they moved to Christchurch in Hampshire which is where they were living when Leslie 

died in 1984 at the age of 72. Linda had devoted forty years of her life to his care.  

 

Linda came to Southwell in Nottinghamshire to live near her son, David, and his wife, Elizabeth, in 

2006. She celebrated her hundredth birthday on 11 June 2012 with her son, granddaughter Nicola 

(Nicky), and her great grandchildren, Sam and Caitlin (below), Nicky’s husband, Martin, and her 

daughter-in-law, Elizabeth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda and Leslie 
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THE CHANGING FACE OF BRITAIN 

 (1945 - 2011)     
 

 

 

 

 

 

Princess Diana with her two sons, Prince William and Prince 

Harry. She was divorced from Prince Charles and died in a 

car crash in 1997. Diana was a controversial figure but had 

great public support. 
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The Changing Face of Britain (1945 – 2011) 

 
 
Timeline 
 

 1945 – The Second World War finished. 

 1945 - The Conservatives under Churchill, the country’s war leader, were surprisingly beaten 

by Labour and Atlee became Prime Minister after the General Election. 

 1945 to 1948 – The Labour Government set up the Welfare State. The National Health 

Service (NHS) provided free healthcare for all for the fist time. 

 1952 – Elizabeth II became queen. 

 1955 – Commercial television started with the launch of ITV. 

 1958 – The M6 (Preston By-Pass) opened marking the start of Britain’s motorway network. 

 1965 – The death penalty was abolished. 

 1967 – Abortion and homosexuality were legalised. 

 1969 – The Americans landed a man on the moon. 

 1971 – The “Troubles” started in Northern Ireland with the death of the first British soldier. 

 1973 – Britain joined the European Economic Community. 

 1979 – Margaret Thatcher became Britain’s first woman Prime Minister. 

 1989 – Tim Berners-Lee invented the World Wide Web. 

 1997 – Scotland and Wales voted in favour of devolution. 

 1998 - The Good Friday Agreement established a devolved Northern Irish Assembly. 

 1999 – Britain decided not to join the European Single Currency (Euro). 

 2003 – Britain joined the USA in the invasion of Iraq. 
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DAVID WAINE 
(born 1944) 

 

David M

Waine

1944 -
Born: 1944

in Eton Registration

District,  Berkshire

Elizabeth A

Halls

Married: 23 Apr 1966
in St John's Church,

Stockcross, Berkshire

Nicola Frances
Waine

1969 -

Born: 07 May 1969
in Brighton General

Hospital

Martin
Brook

1965 -

Born: 13 Sep 1965
in 64 Blair Athol Road,

Ecclesall,  Sheffield

Married: 03 Apr 1999
in Adelaide, South

Australia

Claire Louise
Waine

1973 - 1973

Born: 02 May 1973
in Bristol Registration

District

 

David was born in 1944. He went to a private school but was not impressed by the teachers or the 

quality of education provided. He left school at the age of sixteen and encouraged by his father took 

a job on the Newbury Weekly News where he became Sports Editor at the age of eighteen. He 

joined the BBC at Bristol in 1964 when he was twenty as a trainee scriptwriter. David was freelance 

but under contract to the BBC. He became a TV and Radio reporter before managing BBC Radio 

Bristol and is still the youngest person to manage a BBC Local Radio Station.  

After running the BBC’s output from Plymouth, David became Head of Broadcasting for BBC 

Midlands and East Anglia. He was Head of Pebble Mill and was responsible for Regional and 

Network TV and Radio including Top Gear, the Archers, Gardeners’ World and many other 

programmes. David left the BBC at the age of fifty. He then set up a company with a friend which 

applied for local radio franchises and was involved in setting up stations at Mansfield, 

Loughborough, Burnley, Blackburn and Newbury. David had met his wife, Elizabeth, at a tennis 

club at Stockcross near Newbury. They married at St John’s Church, Stockcross on 23 April 1966 

which is St George’s Day and Shakespeare’s birthday. David and Elizabeth had two daughters. 

Nicola Frances was born on 7 May 1969 in Brighton General Hospital and Claire Louise was born 

on 2 May 1973 in Bristol. Claire Louise died at the age of only three months. 
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David has always been keen on sport. He was involved in sports reporting in most of his jobs. 

David was a good sprinter and played tennis, football, cricket and table tennis. He supports 

Southampton FC.   He also loves films, the theatre, and visiting art galleries; and was Chairman of 

the Board of Birmingham Repertory Theatre. 

David and Elizabeth 

at their wedding 
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NICOLA FRANCES WAINE 
(born 1969) 

 

Nicola Frances

Waine

1969 -
Born: 07 May 1969

in Brighton General

Hospital

Martin

Brook

1965 -
Born: 13 Sep 1965

in 64 Blair Athol Road,

Ecclesall,  Sheffield
Married: 03 Apr 1999

in Adelaide,  South
Australia

Samuel (Sam) Nicholas
Brook

2000 -

Born: 24 Dec 2000
in City Hospital,

Nottingham

Caitlin Laura
Brook

2003 -

Born: 13 Aug 2003
in City Hospital,

Nottingham

 

Nicola known as Nicky was born on 7 May 1969 in Brighton General Hospital. She has always been 

keen on sport and with a high level of success. Nicky represented the West Midlands at the English 

Schools Athletics Championships for 800 metres and set a career best 2 minutes 11.2 seconds. This 

gave her a ranking of ninth for the country as a seventeen year old. She represented Warwickshire at 

cross country running. 

 

Nicky with her 

grandparents, Linda 

and Leslie 
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Nicky followed up her interest in sport with her academic and career choices. She studied at Leeds 

Polytechnic and was awarded a 2.1 BA following an approved Honours programme in Human 

Movement Studies in 1990. Leeds Poly was given university status and became Leeds Metropolitan 

University in 1992. Nicky became a Master of Sports Science through Loughborough University in 

2001 specialising in teaching sport to young people with physical and mental disabilities. 

Nicky has had a career in teaching. She completed a one-year course for the Postgraduate Certifcate 

in Education at Loughborough University in 1992 and became a qualified teacher. Nicky was trained 

to teach in secondary schools. Her course in professional studies included a main method course in 

Physical Education and a subsidiary method course in History and Education Studies. Since 

graduating Nicky has taught physical education coaching hockey, athletics, netball, badminton, 

swimming and gymnastics. While teaching at North Lincolnshire College she coached College 

athletes to national finals. She also developed and taught a Sport and Disability unit for the BSc 

(Hons) Sports Science degree at North Lincolnshire College. 

Nicky met Martin Brook when they were both teaching at Kenilworth School in the early 1990s. 

They spent a year in Australia on a teaching exchange and married in Adelaide on 3 April 1999. Both 

sets of parents attended the wedding and visited Sydney. They travelled throughout Australia that 

year and also visited Bangkok, Singapore, Hong Kong, New Zealand, Fiji, China, Korea and Japan. 

 

 

Martin and Nicky have two children. Sam was born on 24 December 2000 and Caitlin was born on 

13 August 2003. Both were born at  the City Hospital, Nottingham. 

Nicky and Martin’s wedding in Adelaide – (left to right) Ken 

Brook, Liz Waine , Martin, Nicky, David Waine and Laura 

Brook 
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 Sam is very good at Maths, is a good musician being particularly interested in the guitar and in 

singing. He is also keen on sport and is a useful cricketer. Caitlin is very good at English and Art, 

dance and athletics. 

Nicky has combined bringing up children with her career. After returning from Australia she worked 

as a class teacher at Carlton Digby School for children with severe and complex learning difficulties. 

She taught in a number of curriculum areas including Mathematics, English and Home Management 

as well as sport and PE. More recently she has taught at Beech Hill School in Mansfield where her 

responsibilities include PSHE (Personal, social and health education), citizenship and careers 

guidance. 

Martin is now head teacher at Wheldon School, Nottingham which is a comprehensive school with 

800 pupils. 
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CONCLUSION
 

 
The Pridmores were a Rutland family who lived in South Luffenham and then in nearby Morcott for 

over two hundred years. They were yeoman farmers owning land in South Luffenham, Morcott, 

Barrowden and Pilton. Many of the Pridmores left wills and their estates were sufficient to suggest 

that they lived comfortably compared to many of their neighbours who, for the most part, were 

agricultural labourers working for others. The Pridmores were self employed and several were 

churchwardens. These were important positions in the parish so they would have a good standing in 

the community.  

 

The fortunes of the Pridmore line researched took a turn for the worse in the early part of the 

nineteenth century and they moved away from Rutland. Hugh Pridmore (1784 – 1858), one of many 

in the family given that forename, was a labourer for most of the time between 1812 and 1830 

although he became a miller which was his occupation when he retired. He and his wife, Elizabeth, 

had eleven children. Most were born in Huntingdonshire although they later moved to the Stamford 

area. Their son, Richard Cox Pridmore, became a porter with a wine and spirits merchant in 

Stamford. He and his wife died of consumption (tuberculosis) leaving their two year old orphaned 

son, George Henry, to be brought up by his maternal grandmother, Rebecca Popple.  

George Henry Pridmore joined the army in Stamford at the age of twenty but enlisted in the 2nd Life 

Guards and his three children were all born at their barracks in Windsor. The family had now 

moved away completely from its original farming roots. It became an army family with his two sons, 

William George and Herbert Eugene Pridmore, following him into the 2nd Lifeguards. They both 

became trumpeters. George Henry fought in the Egyptian Campaign in 1882 but neither of his sons 

served overseas.   

 

William George’s youngest daughter, Linda Pridmore, married Leslie Arthur Waine who was badly 

wounded in the Second World War. Linda celebrated her 100th Birthday on 11 June 2012.  
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Linda was a keen and successful athlete, and her interest in sport has been followed by her son, 

David; her granddaughter, Nicky and her great grandchildren, Sam and Caitlin. Nicky was a 

successful athlete like her grandmother, and has developed a career teaching Physical Education. She 

is a Master of Science in Sports Science.  
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